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INTRODUCTIO:N 
Several years ago, when the newspapers headlined the 
Kashmir Dispute, that country seemed to be filled with wil.d 
tribesmen bent on holy 1...rar and rampage. Recently, Kashmir 
has been mentioned in the news for its high mountains, such 
as 1\2 ,, Nanga Parbat, Rakapo shi, Gasherbrum and Masherbrum, 
some of which have been climbed, and some of which have not. 
Travelers and travel guides, hovJever, speak of another Kashmir, 
the enchanted Vale of Kashmir, land of beautiful lakes and 
pleasant climate, where produce from floating gardens is 
peddled by paddling vendors wh~ bring masses of flowers and 
fresh fruits right to the houseboat. Although this beauti-
ful valley is the nucleus of the province of Kashmir, it is 
but part of one of the three provinces of the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Jammu lies to the south of Kashmir. It is the 
center of the Hindu Dogra clan which, in the Nineteenth 
Century through the shrewd politics, generalship, and ready 
money of Ghulab Singh, gained control not only o·f Jammu and 
Kashmir provinces, but also of Gilgit, Balsistan and Ladakh, 
jointly called the Frontier Provinces. While officially the 
name of the state is still Jammu and -Kashmir, in common usage 
it is simply Kashmir. 
Kashmir is the northermost state of India, situated between 
India, West Pakistan, Afghanistan and Sinkiang. Its northern 
and eastern boundaries are not demarcated, and there are even 
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1 
some maps that include Russia as a neighbor. The land itself 
is a jumbled mass of mountains. Some order is apparent for 
there is a general trend southeast-northwest. In the south,. 
Kashmir has a little strip of lowland, part of the Punjab 
Plains. Immediately the land begins to rise, first to the 
Siwalik Hills, then to the Pir Panjal, a branch of the 
Himalaya, and to the main Himalayan range. These all have 
a northwest-southeast axis, as do the lesser ranges between 
the Himalaya and the highest range of all, the Karakoram. 
The great rivers follow the trend laid out by the mountains, . 
flowing northwest. or in some cases, southeast, before turn-
ing suddenly and cutting at a right angle through the moun-
tains. 
Most of the land can not be cultivated. The mountains 
ar·e too steep, the valleys too narrow, and the plains too 
dry for farming. Kashmir is not rich in minerals, and poor 
transportation and technique have prevented exploitation of 
anything but the compact and easily obtained sapphires. and 
borax. The people for the most part are poor and uneducated. 
Practically every valley has its own tribe and language. 
There are thirteen major languages or dialects and fou.r· 
major religions, not to mention many minor dialects and sects. 
Yet there was fighting over this difficult, distant and 
diverse land. The fighting started because Hindus mistreated 
1 
Also the English magazine, Round Table. 
viii 
Mosl.ems and the Moslems retaliated in kind . The wild tribes 
invaded to revenge their brother Moslems. The fighting con-
tinued because the mountains provide water, because there is 
some fertile land and a possibi lity of minerals, but mostly 
because India and Pakistan no longer trusted one another. 
A peace has been established, with a Cease-Fire Line dividing 
the country in half, Moslems on one stde, Hindus on the 
ot her, except for Kashmir Vale, a Mo:slem area on the Hindu 
side of the line. A plebescite has been promised, to un 1.te 
the people again under the government of Ind ia or Pakistan, 
as they choose. But t he peace is tense and the plebesclte 
is still a promise because there is no goodwill to foster 
comprom i se. One wonders, among all the charges and counter-
charges, char~es and counter-changes, of the powers-that-be, 
\Arhat t he people are doii1...g, and how they have been affected 
by all that goes on around and above their heads. 
PART I KASHMIR BEFORE PARTITION 
CHAPTER I 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
The Legend of Kashmir 
1 
~~ny years ago, so long ago that only legend tells the 
tale, the Vale of Kashmir was a mighty lake. Ringed by 
mountains, it was beloved by Parvati, consort Of the Lord 
Shiva. Here she used to sail and take her pleasure; but for 
the men who inhabited the fringes of the lake, there was 
only ·terror. Devils and demons lived in the lake, and the 
worst of these was Jalodbhava. The devils would burn the 
peasants' homes, eat their crops, and sometimes eat the 
peasants as well. One day the sage Kashyapa, a grandson of 
Brahma, chanced to visit the valley. His heart was moved by 
the misery of the people, and he vowed to relieve their 
sorrow. First he practised p·enance for a thousand years to 
strengthen himself; then he began the struggle with the 
demon. Jalodbhava was frightened and hid himself in the 
lake. Whereupon Vishnu took pity on the sage, and, taking a 
stick, plowed through the encircling mountains at Baramula, 
making a hole through which the lalce drained. Then Jalodbhava 
hid in the mud of the empty lake. Parvati, in the guise of 
a magpie, flew over the mud and dropped a pebble on the demon, 
killing him. It \vas a magic pebble, and it grew until it 
became Hari Parbat, the sacred mountain of Srinagar. Since 
the newly drained land :was the r.esult of Kaehyapa 's penance, 
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it was named Kashyap-Mar, l ater corrupted to Kashmir. When 
the devils were all cast out, heavenly fairies took shelter 
in the valley, in the form of trees and rivers and lovely 
lakes. Thus it was that the Vale of Kashmir, the emerald 
set among pearls,, the Happy Valley, came into being. 
Kashmir Province 
T~pography of the Vale 
2 
Like many folk legends, there is an element of truth 
involved. Kashmir is a mountainous country, and the mountains 
are young and steep. Avalanches and earth slides are frequent, 
as mountain climbers and road builders have sorrowfully 
learned. The slides can easily block a stream, and dam a lake 
behind it. Even the Shyok was once dammed with ice. The lake 
· that gathered behind the ice dam was so large that the British 
ran a telegra ph wire to the spot and stat i oned an observer 
there to give word of the inevitable melting of the dam and 
sudden break through of the water. Even with the fm·r hours 
warning, many were drowned in the ensuing flash flood. Again, 
a part of Hattu Pir, a friable cliff overlooking the Indus 
gorge, collapsed into the river. When that obstruction gave 
way, a whole bat.talion camped on the shore of the Indus four 
hundred miles away disappeared in the flood. Perhaps it was 
not a l andslide that blocked the Jhelum river; Kashmir is 
subject to earthquakes, and some gigantic earth-movement 
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3 
might easily have caused the damming of the valley. But a 
lake did once fill the valley, as is evidenced by the thick 
1 
deposit of alluvium that makes the valley flat and rich, a.1Jd 
by the peculiar karewa formation. The karewa, a fan-shaped 
2 
terrace, rises almost 4,000 feet. The steep sides indicate 
where, in the past, S\-lift mountain streams entered the lake 
and dropped their loads. When the lake drained, these same 
streams cut deeply into the loosely consolidated material, 
so the karewas are deeply gullied. 
The Vale of Kashmir is actually a large syncline, 
0:.riented, like the surrounding mountains, southeast-northwest. 
It is 80 miles long and 20 miles wide,, or, if measured from 
mountain crest to mountain crest, 120 by 35 miles. The 
mountains are all Himalayas; the main range, averaging 
17,000 feet, is the north-eastern wall. The lesser branch 
range, the Pir Panjal ,, 15,000 feet,. is the south-western wall. 
The north-west and south-east ends of the valley are closed 
by ridges of mountains 13,000 feet high. 
Drainage of the Vale 
It is not strange that the legend of the Vale should con-
clude that the valley is . inhabited by good spirits. The soil 
1 . 
In some p~aces these deposits are 6000 feet thick. 
Maneck B. Pithawalla, An Introduction to Kashmir, Muzaffarabad, 
Azad Kashmir~ Kashmir Publications, 1953 ,. p. 32. 
2 
Oskar H. K. Spate, India and Pakistan: a Genera1 and 
Regional Geography, London, Methuen Co., 1954,. p. 371. 
4 
is fertile, the climate mild. and water is plentiful. The 
surrounding Himalayas are high enough to collect a deep snow 
cover and many glaciers, which are a constant source for the 
many streams. These young streams flow into the mature Jhelum. 
The Jhelum is a remarkable river, for it is navigable fifteen 
1 
miles from its source, a spring-fed pool not far from Anantnag. 
It continues its leisurely course northwestwards along the 
valley, passing through Srinagar and then entering Wular lake. 
Here it urns southwest and flows out quickly through a deep 
gorge in the Pir Panjal range. As slmv moving silt laden 
rivers will build themselves up above the surrounding country, 
there is difficulty in draining the land; swamps occur along 
the lower parts of the river. There are also several lakes; 
the best known are Dal lake and Wular Lake, thought to be 
2 
oxbows of the Jhelum. ~al lake, where most of the house-
boats of Srinagar moor, is about faurteen miles square and 
as many feet deep. Wular lake, though much larger, is almost 
equally shallow. There are many springs, both warm and cold, 
in the Vale and particularly around Anantnag. The springs are 
not used for irrigation. The water is said to be too cold, 
3 
and contains no rich silt. 
1 
The Imperial Gazateer of India, New Edition, Vol. XV, 
Oxford, the Clarendon Press, 1908. P• 74. 
2 
Spate, p. 371. 
3 
Ibid.:: , p. 375. 
----
5 
Even heavenly spirits can have moments of anger, and then 
the Jhelum overflows the banks that it has built. Srinagar 
is built on both sides of the river where it is not only open 
to floods but also, by constricting the river with bridges 
and artificial banks, is a cause of floods. The Mogul 
emperor, Akbar, had a greater respect for safety; he built 
the original city upon Hari Parbat. 
Climate of the Vale 
The climate of the Vale of Kashmir results from its posi-
tion deep in the mountains, within reach of the tail end of 
the monsoon rains from southeast India and of the westerlies 
from the Mediterranean. The rain producing effect of the 
surrounding mountains produces precipitation from those winds. 
dried though they may be by long journeys from the sea. 
Temperature, because of the valley elevation of 5,000 feet, 
is cooler than the plains. Indeed, Srinagar was the summer 
capital of the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir. Some,. par-
ticularly the English, find the summer heat, which approaches 
goo at the maximum, uncomfortable and prefer the cooler 
t .emperatures and more mountainous sports associated with 
1 
Gulmarg, Sonamarg, J;'ahalgam,. and other mountain resort towns. 
The winters bring snow to the valley, but as the minimum expected 
temperature is only 27°, and the day temperature usually 
1 
See map facing page 25. 
6 
] _. 
reaches above 40° ,, the Kasbmiri make no effort to heat their 
'"fOs-J&S, 
homes: beyond stabling any livestock that th~y might,..under-
2 
neath the living rooms. The winter shows may lie eight 
inches deep, but it is in March and April, when the temper-
ature begins to rise sharply, that precipitation reaches 
the year's high of over 3.5 inches a month. Two-thirds of 
the total rainfall (25 inches in Srinagar, 33.5 inches for 
3 
the valley as a whole) falls between December and May. The 
humidity, which is above 90~ in the winter, dro·ps 10~ in 
the summer heat. The monsoon rains raise it very little as 
they amount to only 2.3 inches. September to November, the 
weather is dry and clear, allowing considerable radiation. 
The diurnal variation is greatest these months, the tempera-
ture ranging from 30° in the night to 60° in the day. 
Of course, the weather does not fit the averages, and 
that means trouble for the poa·r kisan, . the peasant. He 
counts on a cold winter to break up the soil; a mild winter 
means difficult ploughing. The important spring rains may 
faiJL, the irrigation can not completely replace them. An 
early freeze or an unexpected rain can ruin the harvest. 
l . 
Kashmir1 refers only to the tribe who live in or near 
the Vale. 
ZFor personal warmth, the people use kangri, crude 
earthenware pots in wicker holders. They are hung at the 
waist under the voluminous shirt that is their normal garb. 
Carelessness causes burns; the kangri is undoubtedly the 
reason Srinagar has been set on fire so often. 
aThe (tensus of India, 1931" Vol. XXIV, "Jammu and Kashmir; 
part lt. Ranbir Government Press, 1933, p. 69. 
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TQpography and Climate of the rest of Kashmir Province 
Not all of Kashmir Prov'ince is as fortunate as the Vale 
with its ri ch flat land. , In fact, the rest of the province 
is either hill, mountain or gorge. The districts of Baramula 
and .Anantnag, sometimes called North and South Kashmir, 
include rather more mountain and rough country than is usu-
ally associated with the Vale. Baramula indeed extends north 
and incloses the upper Klshanganga Valley. Muzaff'erabad 
incorporates the lower Kishanganga Valley and that section 
of the Jhelum between the gorge and its decisive turn to the 
south, soon after the confluence of the two rivers. The 
Siwalik Hills, the Pir Panjal, and the Himalaya make the 
land rough .and high. They also cause a cooler and somewhat 
wetter climate. The Himalaya, being higher, are colder and 
wetter than the Siwaliks; the Pir Panjal receive 60 inches 
of precipitation, the Siwaliks about half that. Half the 
precipitation is spread out through the winter; half comes 
in the fevJ rainy monsoon months. There is very little flat 
land, even by the rivers; the Jhelum cut a gorge so narrot'IT 
that only modern engineering has made it a possible route. 
Vegetation 
Much of the land that is too s.teep for cultivation is 
in forests. In the Vale, they are found particularly on the 
steeper north side, whereas on the sunny southern side, the 
trees grow at higher elevations. The temperate trees are 
found in the valley: the chestnut, walnut, maple, elin, alder, 
8 
oak, sycamore and willow. Poplars line the main road. The 
chenar, or plane tree, is particularly associated vrith the 
Vale, for its leaf is carved and embroidered and painted by 
craftsmen on their wares. Actually it was i.lnported by the 
Mcrgul Akhbar. The deodar, a cedar. is found up to 9,000 
feet. The great stands of deodar in the Kishanganga basin 
and the Siwalik Hills provide the bas.is for Kashmir's timber 
industry. The blue pine grows between 6,000 and 10,000 
feet, while silver firs are found at a higher elevation. 
Above this is juniper and birch, which gives way to alpine 
meadows or rock and ice. Various medicinal herbs are found 
on the higher hillsides. 
The high forests and fields are the home of wild 
animals that once brought big game hunters to Kashmir. The 
ibex, various bearst the musk deer~ the snow leopard, and 
the less well-known burkel, shapoo, goral, srow, and 
barasingha, all these were once plentiful. Overshooting 
and overcutting of their protective forest cover have 
reduced their number severely. 
Jammu Province 
Topagraphy and Drainage 
The Province of Jammu is also hilly and largely unarable. 
The lowland is slightly higher than the Punjab Plains, is only 
five to fifteen miles wide, and is badly ravined. Then the 
land begins to rise in the many valleys and ridges of the 
9 
Siwal.iks until it builds to a height of 8,000 feet. Here the 
sandstone and limestone hills give way to the more violently 
folded Pir Panjal branch of the Himalaya, and 1n the east, 
to the Himalaya itself, with its many f aults and igneous 
intrusions. 
The Chenab gathers its headwaters south of the Himalaya, 
and, east of Kashmir, in India. Like the other great rivers 
it flows northwest, but not for very long as it soon cuts 
through the mountains and picks its way to the plains. Both 
the Jhelum and the Ravi act as boundaries; the Jhelum on 
its long southward journey, the Ravi only briefly. The 
various tributaries cut deeply into the already folded land, 
making communication and irrigation difficult. Unfortunately, 
the water table in most of Jammu is too deep for wells. 
Irrigation is necessary as. rain is not only sea sonal but 
1 
also tends to be heavy, eroding the thin,thirsty soils. 
These showers also cause flash floods in gull i ?s that may 
().\,JO';j 
carryAsections of the irrigation canals. 
Climate and Vegetation 
The heavy rains are, of course, the result of the south-
east monsoon. Thirteen inches is recorda~ as the July 
average 1n Jammu city. Further northwest the amount dimin-
ishes. Rawalpindi (in Pakistan) expects only 7 inches during 
l 
Spate, p. 36~. 
10 
that month. Spring and fall are dry months, with less than 
an inch of rain per month. Winters are only slightly wetter; 
the Mediterranean cyclones that brought snow in the north 
are considerably weakened. The mountains vary the precipi-
tation pattern•; generalJ.y. the higher, the wetter. Mirpur 
receives 38 inches annually; Poonch, 46 inches, Riasi and 
1 
Udhampur over 50 inches,, mo·st of it snow. The Pir Panjal · 
collect 60 inches on the average. 
Temperature is also de pendent on elevation. Winters 
in the hills are cold and blustery; even in summer nights 
are uncomfortably cold. The plains around Jammu city are 
quite capable of remaining over 90°in the hot season, and 
the days stay hot from April through October. Fortunately, 
A~ril and October at least have cool nights. But it never 
gets much below 45, even on the coldest night. Relative 
humidity reaches a high of 82~ during the rainy monsoon. 
As befits the warmer climate, Jammu Province has a 
more tropical vegetation than Kashmir. On the higher eleva-
tions there are again the deodar, pine and juniper. Below 
5-,,oo q feet, there is chir, a long-needled pine, and a 
Mediterranean-like growth made up of wild olives, acacia 
and dwarf creeping palm. And in some of the warmest wettest 
valleys, there are groves of bamboo. 
1 
Census, part 1, p. 69. 
I 
Frontier Provinces 
To-pography and Drainage 
"From the human point of view, the Himalayas 
are far from inpenetrable, but on the whole there 
is not much point in penetrating them ••• the nega-
tives concerned are as much a matter of what lies 
beyond as of the terrain's difficulties, great as 
these are. 11 
11 
What lies beyond the Kashmir Himalaya are the Frontier 
Provinces, and the truth of the statement i s substantiated 
by the fact that though the provLnce contains three-fourths 
of the Kashmir's area, it has only one-twelfth the popula-
tion. Excepting a small area along the bottoms o1' the 
river gorges, all of the land is above 10,000 feet. 
Northe·ast from the Himalaya the land descends less 
s.teep~y than on the southwest. It soon rises again to 
2 
the Zaskar Mountains, a plateau-lake range with peaks 
reaching up to 1~,000 feet. Beyond, and also paralling the 
Himalayas is the Ladakh Range, with a comparatively open 
trough on either side. Then comes the Kailas, forerange to 
the KarakoTam 1 the highest range o·1' all, with its congeries 
of peaks over 25,000 feet. Thes·e last four ranges merge and 
lose t heir identity in Gilgit, along with an outlying range 
of the Hindu Kush. The Himalaya does not cross the Indus; 
2 
See map faciJ'!.g page .vii. 
12 
it sto·ps abruptly with Nanga Parbat. East of Nanga Parbat and 
the Astor River valley is a lower section of the Zaskar Range, 
the Deosai Plains, a "mournful stretch of grass and stones, 
with many a ·bog difficult to cross, uninhabited but for the 
l 
marmots, and occasional bear, and swarms of big black gnats." 
In the far east of Kashmir are more plains. Rupshu, a plateau 
over 15,000 feet in elevation, is south of the Indus. The 
Lingtzi Tang or Soda Plains, north of the Indus, are so 
high that snowstorms occur in August and 21,000 foot moun-
2 
tains are only rounded hills. These plains are part of the 
Tibetan Plateau. Once the streams flowed eas twards,. but some 
were captured by the Indus and its tributaries and others 
dried up in the present dry climate. The preponderance of 
3 
the drainage is interio·r; there are many salt lakes, some 
large. The Pangong Tao, an elongate deeply incised lake, 
4 
is said to resemble a Norwegian fjord. Ther·e is evidence 
of a previous wetter climc:t.te not only in the dried-up rivers, 
but also in the marooned terraces and beaches. 
1 
Spate, 365. 
2 
Dr. Emil Trinkler, "Exploration in the East Kara.korum 
and in the Western Karakorum." The Geographical Journal, 
Vol. LXXV, No. ~June . 1930, p. 510. 
3 
Some maps with an extended -northern boundary, however, 
li1clude the headwaters of the Yarkand River in the Kashmir 
plains. 
4 
Trinkler,. p. 509. 
13 
Through these plains the Indus flows rapidly northwest. 
The Shyok flows from the north along the Karakoram, turns 
the corner around the range and follows the usual northwest 
trend between the Ladakh and Kailas Ranges. Though the 
Indus cuts through the Ladakh Range several times, the two 
rivers do not unite until they are not far above Skardu. 
Both rivers receive considerable increment from tributaries, 
of which the largest are the Nubra (to the Shyok) and the 
Suru and Zaskar (to the Indus). At Skardu the Indus is 
500 feet wide, and even in winter there is enough melt-
water to make it ten to twelve feet deep. The water is grey 
v1ith glacial silt, and moves far too· fast for navigation. 
Terraces above the banks are a reminder that the river is 
still cutting its way down. The deepest gorge is at the 
point \vhere the river bends sharply and incises the moun-
tains. It is here that the Gilgit River enters; their 
gorges are 16,000 feet deep. The Indus falls 20 fee.t per 
mile through the gorge, and the rate of flow is 18,870 second 
1 
feet. 
Climate and Vegetation 
For all the water that flows through the Frontier Provinces, 
very little water comes from direct precipitation. In any area 
1 
Pithawalla, p. 31. 
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where rainfall is slight, there is large annual variability. 
The definitive text on Indian weather at the turn of the 
century notes tha t the average precipitation in Leh, 
1 
(reliable) station in the province, is 2.7 inches. 
- 2 
the only 
The 
average figure for 1::740-1950 is 4.84 inches. This 80fo 
increase does not mean that the climate is becoming wetter; 
it means only that there were several unusually wet years in 
that decade. Both sets of figures show a slight summer 
maximum, indicating that the monsoon reaches Ladakh. To 
the north, Baltistan gets 6 inches and Gilgit 7 inches, 
with the major precipitat i on in the winter. These figures 
are for the valleys, for no one knows how much mountains 
-
receive. The many glaciers and streams presuppose large 
snowfalls. 14any .a · traveler; speaks of frequent storms on 
his trip over the mountains to Leh. These storms blow up 
3 
with high wind~, 1t'J'hich are especially severe in autumn. 
The humidity is naturally low. The air is clear, and the 
sun's rays can be exceedingly hot. A scientifically-minded 
traveler boiled water in a blackened flask (inserted in 
another flask to prevent conduction from the cooler air) by 
1 
H. F. Blanford~ The Clima tes and Weather of India, 
Ceylon, and Burma, London, MacMillan and t:o:·., 188~, p. 290. 
2 
John Conov.e-r, notes. 
3 
Dr. M. A. Kaumudi, Kashmir, its Cultural Heritage, 
Bombay, Asia Publishing House, 1952, p. 148. 
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1 
exposing it to the sun. By the same token, radiation at 
night is quick and effective, causing some large daily 
ranges of tempera ture. The Chang Chenmo valley may be 10° 
at night 'aral00° in the day. A persistant cloud cover, 
averaging 50fo of sky cover, prevents this extreme variation 
from being normal; for the average daily varia tion at Leh 
is 28°. The \vinters are cold; February has. a mean of 19°, 
with a minimum daily temperature of 9°. Summers are cool, 
52°, with a daily maximum of ~o0 • Again, situa tion is all 
important. A sunny gorge can be intolerably hot, a high 
windy pass, uncomfortably cold. The nomads of Rupshu are 
said to find winter in Leh too warm to suit them. Around 
the town of Gilgit,_ the winters are less severe, and the 
snow seldom stays on the ground. Nagir valley is so 
oriented that from October to March the mountains block all 
direct sunlight. 
Vegetation in the Frontier Provinces is understandably 
sparse, a fevJ cedars, 1.villow, scrub bushes·, tufts of grass 
and the moss, burtse. Close below a glacier there may be 
an alpine field. Gilgit, which is better wa ·t .e.r ed than 
Ladakh, may once have been fully forested. Extensive cut-
ting has removed all but patches of pine and deodar. Nagir 
still has some large stands of pine. Stream and river banks 
1 
The boiling point of water at Leh is 191°. Blanford, 
p. 100. 
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sustain apricots, poplars, and walnuts as well as the willm'l. 
Tamarisks grow on the Chang Chenmo flood plain. The Deosai 
have some grass, but the Rupshu and Lingtzi Tang are almost 
totally barren except for burtse and dama, a low shrub. Both 
are used for fuel; the burtse must be dried but the dama burns 
1 
when green. 
Physical Resources 
Minerals 
Mountains suggest the possibility of the presence of 
minerals. In Kashmir there is a variety of minerals, but 
only a few occur in a quantity and quality that is commer-
cially valuable. Fewer still are exploited at present, due 
to lack of transportation, market. equipment, and skill. 
Some lignite from karewas in the Vale is used locally 1n 
t~e homes and offices of the wealthy. Sapphires were dis-
covered in a pegmatite vein of the Zaskar range; the area 
was thoroughly picked over by 1~08. Aquamarines are 
plentifu~ in the north Shigar valley not far from Skardu. 
There is some alluvial gold in the rivers of the Frontier 
Provinces. In other countries, it would not be considered 
1 
William o. Douglas, Beyond the High Himalayas, Garden 
City, Doubleday, 1952, p. 82. 
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worth working, but here it provides a small amount of cash 
income. In Balstitan the women wash for gold, but in 
Gilgit gold vJashing is the hereditary occupation of t wo 
men per village. Borax used to be gathered from the salt 
1 
flats of Ladakh, but this activity has dwindled. 
The largest mineral deposits are in the comparatively 
accessible Jammu Province, mostly in Riasi district. Coal, 
some of i t anthracite, is widely distributed over thirty 
square miles in seams from one to twenty feet thick. There 
is an estimated 100 million tons of coal of 60-82~ carbon 
2 
content available to mines of 11 ordinary depth. 11 Bawci te 
is another mineral that could be exploited. There are 
extensive deposits of ore._ (60-80fo aluminum oxide) in Jammu 
and Poonch. Estimates run .to a million tons of exposed 
3 
ore alone. Riasi also contains workable deposits of zinc, 
small deposits of 1.7~ nickel~ some Bentonite, and a bed 
of Fuller's Earth. Oil shales have been found in the 
Siwalik hills. 
1 
In 1~22 over 1000 tons per year were carried to India, 
where some of it was sent to England, some to ChLna. Now, 
however, the U.S.A. sells borax more cheaply. Again, trans-
portation is the problem. J. Coggin Brovr.n, India's Mineral 
Wealth (Vol. IV of India Today). London, Oxford University 
Press, 1923, p. 25. 
2 
D. N. Wadia, Geology of India, 3rd edition, London, 
MacMillan. 1953, p. 456. 
3 
~J>b i d : .. .. ' p. 453. 
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Kashmir Province has even less in the way of minerals. 
Lignite near Baramula is near the surface, but it is so mixed 
with dirt that to be useful it would have to be washed and 
1 
briquetted, as in Bengal. The karewas also contain small 
lignite deposits. Near Uri there are open beds of gypsum 
and deposits of red and yellow ochre. 
Ladakh has a variety of salts. Chromite occurs in 
large deposits of poor quality near Dras. Isolated chunks 
of pure copper have been found in the Zaskar river, but the 
source is not known. Tourmaline has also been found in the 
Zaskar Range. 
The present lack of inter~st in minerals is evidenced 
by the fact that only 823 men and 34 women live by exploit-
2 
ing minerals. And most of these are concerned with 
building materials, such as slate and sandstone. 
Waterpower 
Although Kashmir's mineral reserve is small, the state 
has a considerable power potential. There are many rivers 
with a constant large, steady flow. Thes-e rivers drop 
steadily through narrow gorges which would be easy to dam. 
A single dam at the great bend of the Indus could provide 
1 
Kaumudi, 159. 
2. 
Census of India, 1931, Vol XXIV, Jammu~- and Kashmir, 
part 2, Ranbir Government Press. 1~37, p. 95. Though the 
figures are ~t: .. Nrcent· , the situation has not changed radically. 
1~ 
power for all of West Pakistan. Such a dam will not be bui1t 
for many years; to construct the necessary supply road would 
alone be a major engineering feat. 
To provide Srinagar with electricity the British built 
a hydro.-electric plant near Baramula. It has a capacity of 
1500 kilowatts, but only 5000 are currently produced since 
the demand of Baramula and Srinagar does not .require more. 
Demel and Muzaferrabad's needs are supplied by a plant on a 
tributary of the Kishanganga. The city of Jammu also has 
electricity. An irrigation canal turns the turbines which 
produce 1226 kilowatts, while a diesel turbine increases the 
total output of 1940 kilowatts. Though sufficient before 
the second World War, the electricity does not meet the present 
. 
demand. 
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CHAPTER II 
HUMAN CHARACTERISTICS 
Population Characteristics 
Race and Language 
The people o~ Ladakh are closely related to the 
Ti.betans; they are Mongolian, speak a Tibetan dialect, 
20 
and are Buddhist. The rest o~ Kashmir's peoples are Indo-
Aryan. Repeated invas,ions o~ Turks and Afghans, Huns and 
Arabs, Hindus and Sikhs, have brought a mixed heritage, and 
the mountainous topography has prevented uni~ication. 
Thirteen languages are spoken, the most common being Kashmiri, 
Pahari~ Dogri, Urdu and Hindu. Even the dominant religions, 
Hinduism and Mohammedanism, have internal subdivisions; 
there is a S1kh sect o~ Hinduism, and the Moslems are repre-
sented by the Sunni, Shi'a and Ismaili sects. 
The Vale is the largest and most nearly homogeneous 
area in Kashmir. Over 90fo are Kashmiri, speak Kasbmiri,. 
and are Ismail.i Moslems. Some Kasbmiri have spread into 
Muza~~erabad and Udhampur. South and east o~ the Kashmiri 
are the Pahari. The word means mountainous, but refers to 
1 
the people o£ the middle mountains. Their language is 
l.. 
Frederick Drew, ~o~ and Kashmir Territories, London, 
Edward St~ord, 1875, p. 7. 
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Pahari; it has no written form. The Hindu Dogras live in 
the outer hill region, and are most numerous in Jammu, Kathua, 
and Udhampur Districts. These are the only districts in 
which Hindus outnumber Muslims. Dogri is the predominant 
tongue, though near the plains Punjabi is frequently used. 
One Dogra tribe in Mirpur not only developed its own language~ 
but also became Moslem. 
Gilgit and Baltistan are overwhelmingly Moslem. Each 
valley is slightly different from the other in dialect, 
its. people 1 religion, and economy. There is rivalry between 
the many tribes; the British stopped the large-scale raids, 
but individual feuds still continue. These people are usu-
ally called Dards ,, and most of them speak Shina. The Bal tis 
have both Aryan and Mongolian characteristics, are Moslem, 
and speak Balti. The Buddhist L~dakhis speak Ladakhi. 
Hindu is the official language of Kashmir, the literary 
language of the Hindus, and is written in Sanskrit characters. 
The Persian characters of Urdu, the literary language of the 
Mocslems, is easier to use, however, and Urdu is now the 
lingua franca of the country. Urdu and Hindu sound essenti-
1 
ally the same when spoken. 
The religious differences are less marked in Kashmir than 
in other parts of India. Moslem conquerors forced conversion 
1 
Hugo's Hindustani Simplified, London, Hugo's Language 
Institute, rt.d., p. 2. 
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of Hindus by cruelty and economic pressure, but Hindu habits 
could not be easily changed. The Moslems accept caste dif-
ferences, though not as rigidly as the Hindu; the Hindus 
accept greater fluidity in caste lines than is usual in 
India. Hari Parbat, Sacred Mountain of Srinagar, is a place 
a~ worship for both faiths. 
Settlement Pattern 
The pattern of settlement is much the same through-
out the state. Of the approximately four million inhabi-
1 2 
tants of Kashmir, 3.6 million are rural. Though average 
density varies from 4 to 328 per square mile, the density 
with regard to arable land is above 1,000. Differences in 
density are not all due to differences in land productive-
ness. Natural increase has over-populated Bal.tistan, while 
Ladakh's population has remained stable. Buddhism limits 
population by polyandry; one woman marries not one man, 
but that man ru1d his two brothers. If there are more than 
three sons, the surplus usually join a monastery. The 
priests try to obtain one child per family, and unmarried 
women may become nuns. Gilgit used to keep down its numbers 
1 
In 1941 the population was 4,022,000. No census was 
taken in 1951. 
2 
C. N. Vakil, Economic Consequences of Partition, 
2nd ed. rev., National Ihi'ormation and Publicity, 1949-11::>50, 
p~ 74. 
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by inter-valley raids. Population increas:e has resulted 
from the British-induced peace, though some of the surplus 
young men are drained into the army. 
The farmers e~~~here gathersinto villages; the aver-
1 
age village population is 371. Sometimes the villages 
are walled for protection, as in Gilgit. The houses are 
generally made of mud, wood and stone, with thatched roofs. 
The' poorer homes: have one room, used for grain stor~ge, 
living, and entertaining friends privately; a protected 
porch provides room for public entertaining and summer 
sleeping. The better homes have two such rooms, one above 
the other. A closet attached to the back of the house 
suffices for a kitchen and a washroom. The outdoors usually 
serves as. a latrine. In cities this is a serious health 
problem. 
In the more remote regions, even the mosque loses 
its traditional mark, the minaret. An open space which 
can serve as a bazaar replaces shops. · In towns of several 
thousand, there may be a blacksmith and a tanner. Gilgit 
villages all have a lo~~ narrow strip that serves as a polo 
field. Ladakh maintains a distinct cultural landscape. 
Chortens (peculiarly shaped towers) decorated with prayer 
l L 
See chart in appendix. 
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flags, and mani walls, each stone inscribed with Om Mani 
1 
Padme Hoom 1 adorn the passes:. Mani walls, some vJith 
prayer wheels inserted, parallel the entrances to villages. 
Passing on the left gives the .'merit of all the inscribed 
prayers; t o pass on the right would unsay them and undoubt-
edly cast a hex as well. Gompast or monasteries, and the 
2 
castle ~f the King of Ladakh resemble the Potala, home of 
the Lhasa Lama and center of all Buddhism. 
Transportation Routes 
- These various peoples and lands were connected with 
one another and with other countries mainly by trails. Not 
even in the flat land of the Vale were \'lheeled vehicles 
3 
used until the English introduced them in 18~0. There are 
four main routes into the Vale, one each from south, west, 
north,and east. The southern route, which the Maharaja used 
on his semi-annual migration, is from the upper Jhelum over 
1 
Hail to the Jewel in the Lotus. 
2 
The King of Ladakh's position has been so reduced that 
it is now about equivalent to that of the King of the Pearl~.s 
in England. 
3 
Cecil Vesper, "The Muslims and Kashmir, 11 Geographic 
Magazine, vol. XXII, No. 5, Sept. 1494, p. 1 1.::10. 
l\il6ci1'TA~l> 
~/ 
- - - , - -- - - il n;"""""' ""'~~ 
--._ ---"" ' "-.... J \ S,'4 50' 
,-
1 '\ 
' , 
-, 
' I 
-, 
I 
TRF\NSPOR\ ~OU\ES 
-.... 
' \ 
' .... ..., 
' 
1-\I.>NZ.A 
'"" --.sh·,l't'\~\ ~Q.$1 .. \ , 
IS ,~o '\ 
_ ...... . , 
/1 ' ' - - -,- -- - ---..., 
I ( 
I I 
I f 
.C..1L61T ' \ 
·-.... 
/ 
/ 
~ ...... , _ 
I<.>. ...................... 
, _ ,_, ___ ___ ,.,.-- ... -_,.. _ ...,.,. -. "r \ \ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
' 1\<To~ 
D. 
N"~1" "i'o.r'oo.t 
:B<.hu so.r fo.•• 
11.",o• 
1--
-.. ~KARou 
l ~ \'\<lr<4\..or~ ?a.n 
II!' ,J.,o' 
I 
,·, Bu13;1 La. \ ,!?~,·'•'"' ' ·· " ~I n7?o' ~· S<>.sc.r-' . __ _... ·.. . : ' '" . ' . ····-. 1..... . ·, ,_,. •. ,, ~ ., ""'"\' , ......... .... ,·''-...... ,uz.A~.fARI\'i""o~ J< 1\".ill;..,_.....,. ~~ · ... /· .. ••·•·· .. c:;:--~ ·. ___ .. ~ 
•• ....~ ........... • II,WJ ' • • •• • • ·"A~G 
/ SOI'UI\rn,'6RNili,UR • • " ' "~5 • ; ---..._ 
"" -z. .. ,;; L. ... 
,\ . 
;. GuU••'U\ 1.4 
.•' --......___ (~~<..1'\ 
.i "\ 
... 
1'\. 
""\ 
SON AM'"\~ 
~~. 5\1:1' 
• ~\)R\> 
• ~IIIII'!LG-1\M 
.1'\""i'Ull 
~ANIIIN'lK#\G. 
_ __.,. \•\,., 
I • , 
'-{'t<..o'\i.l·. 'l(r\b,"'~ol lk.ss 
't) 
'' ~...-.;I.a.\ Qa.s, "1 .1.~0 \ \ ,"\·!)· 
'R11}11•1< I 
~DA~ 
. RIASI ~ 
' 
. (\\II'(Et;c 
\-- ' \.IOHAI\I\t'll.tl, 
\~JAMMU. 
M'"'"" .S<11<u~ 
. \>p."'"' 
X'Eh (-- - - -
" \ 
' 
',, 
' 
" J 
\ I 
'-, ( 
\. \ 
' " 
""" \ ~J\_ \ 
\ , I 
' \ I 
f 
l 
I 
\ 
'J 
I 
/ 
-- -) 
I 
' ( 
I 
I 
I 
/ 
.---
, 
, 
/ 
---
/ 
/ 
I 
'-, 
/ 
_,. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
\.-c.:, I 
1\1\ · lr't.o.t~U' 
.......-- \lt."'~t\4\o.c- No.4 
St.''•""o.\ \l~~c."'\~or r-o,~ 
-\\..:,\..,.~~ 
\'\AT\11.11\ 7 
- ....__,.._~ fi.."T ... P-,.~'f<.O't 
U n d. C!..f \nc:..d 'TI:,ou.'l\rlc..'-'j 
C.e_s::, ... f .... .. '--i '-- t., "''\ c...... b . 4' ..5 _. .. ,L _ ==:1!1:~- · r ~· 
25 
the Banihal Pass, (92~0 feet) do'~ to the Chenab and across 
at Ranban, hence to Jammu city. The Banihal Pass has the 
a dvantage of not only being relatively low, but also of 
being blocked by snow {which sometimes drifts forty feet 
deep) only from November to February. The Pir Panjal Pass, 
1 
(llt460 feet) for which the mountains are named, used to 
be the regular entry v1ay from the west. It also is im.pas-
sible during winter. There are als~ other passes over the 
Pir Panjal, steeper, higher and closed over longer periods. 
Since none of these were suitable for wheeled vehicles, the 
English built two cart roads, later expanded to take motor 
vehicles. One followed the Jhelum river through the gorge 
from Srinagar to Muzzafarrabad, replacing the route over 
the Pi r Panjal Pass. It was a major engineering feat to 
build a road where not even a donkey could go before. This 
road is still the only all weather road into the Vale. The 
other road followed the old road from Srinagar to Jammu, 
except for a 650 foot tunnel cut under Banihal Pass. 
To the north, a trail leads over Raj Diangas (11,~00 
feet) to the Kishanganga Vall~y, and then over the Burzil-La 
(13,780 feet). Here a trail branches east over the Deosai 
Plains to Skardu. The m~in trail goes down the Astor valley 
to the Indus, a hazardous descent. 
l 
The Kashmir mountains are named after passes~ no t vice-
versa. The Pir Panjal Pass was the pass over which Aknarr 
the Great made his triumphal entry to the Vale . 
"Pas sing down the Astor valley, the road winds 
down the famous Hattu Pir, a cliff face that is 
cons tantly slipping, and t hat is scarred with 
the remains o1' the many difficultly al i gned and 
skillfully built paths, most of which have 
f allen hundreds of feet into the river below. 
In some places there are galleries cut out of 
t he cliff and supported on wooden struts, but 
generally the track is a series of zigzags. A 
heavy rain, stone shoot, or sharp shower of rain, 
any one of these is enough to destroy the 
tenderly cared fol road clinging so precariously 
to the hillside." 
26 
There is a bridge over the Indus. The trail then continues 
along the Indus and up the Gilgit River. From here further 
trails branch of'f into. all the smal l valleys, while one 
follows up the Hunza River. Beyond Hunza, there are several 
routes to the Yarkand basin, all with passes above 15,000 
feet. 
The eastern exit from the Vale is up the Sind valley 
to Sonamarg, then a steep ascent to the Zoji-La, or 
Blizzard Pass, t 11,580 feet). From here the trail 'W·inds 
more gently dm,vn to Dras. Further along the Dras va..Lley, 
the way splits; one road goes north to Skardu and thence 
to Gilgit, the other goes south via Kargil to Leh. From 
Leh there are several routes. One follows the Nubra valley 
and crosses the Saser-La (1:.7,480 feet) to the Shyok valley. 
:t 
Col. R.C.F. Schonberg, Between the Oxus and the Indus, 
London, Martin Hopkinson, 1935, pp. 16-17. 
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l 
This is 300 miles shorter than the easier way following 
the Shyolc all the way. Both, however, converge on the 
118,500 foot Karakoram Pass, the funnel for Central As i an 
routes. It is the blaclc gravel, karakoram, that gives the 
pass and the mountains their name. From Leh there are also 
roads up the Indus to Tibet, and south over the Baraloche 
Pass (16,200 feet) to India. 
There are many other lesser routes that connect valley 
with valley, village with village. The passes suffer from 
snow blockage, during at least three months. A few passes 
remain open to porters when ponies can not be used. The 
Karakoram Pass, though high,. is so open and vlindy that it 
is possible to traverse it in winter. 
Rivers are as. great a hindrance to travel as mountains. 
The Jhelum alone is navigable, and that only on its course 
through the Vale. There are some fixed bridges along the 
main routes, but usually streams are crossed by rope bridges. 
Animals are forced to swim. Where the Indus is too flat 
and wide for ropes, it is crossed on inflated goatskin rafts. 
Some of the rivers of Jammu are crossed on ferries which run 
only during high water. Others can be forded, but only dur-
ing the season of low water. There are three months when a 
car can ford the Ravi. 
1 
Lionel W. Lyde, The Continent of Asia, London, 
MacMillan, 1933 , p. 371. 
28 
Modern invention passes over both problems of mountains 
and streams; Jammu and Srinagar have airports. Weather, 
1 
ho-v.rever, prevents flights from being as regular as scheduJ.ed. 
There is one railroad, from Sialkot to Jammu. Sixteen 
miles: of it is within the Kashmir border. Most visitors 
to the Vale take the train to Rawalpindi and then drive 
through the Jhelum gorge to Sr1nagar. The trip from Jammu 
to Srinagar necessitates a stop for the night below the 
Banihal pass. 
.Agriculture 
Jammu and Kashmir Provinces 
It is agriculture that has made Kashmir rich and desir-
able even t hough there is little arable land. Only 17fo of 
the Provinces of Jammu and Kashmir is arable. If it vTere 
not for the Vale, Kashmir Province would have average like 
that of Muzafferabad, 8.2fo. Jammu district, 421o arable, 
~ 
and Kathua district, 28fo arable, likewise raise the average 
for the Province of Jammu. As for the Frontier Provinces, 
scarcely lfo is suitable for cultivation. 
1 
During August, 1955, only six flights of the 
daily scheduled reached Skardu. 
2 
Census, Part 1, p. 6~. 
As may be expected in a country with so little arable 
land, almost all that can be cultivated is, and is do~ble 
cropped when possible. In Jammu Province a quarter of the 
fields are double cropped. In Kashmir Province this is 
1 
possible only in the Vale, and amounts to a tenth of the field s. 
The crops that are planted in late autumn and mature in the 
spring are called Rabi. The Rabi crops are wheat, barley, 
and, in Jammu Province, rape. These are sown with only 
slight plowing, and are given little care as the harvest 
is uncerta in. The yield is only 636 pounds per acre, as 
2 
opposed to the 862 pounds of the Kharif, or summer crops. 
The main Kharif crops are corn, rice,, wheat, bajra and 
oilseeds. Corn is widely planted in the uplands; in Riasi 
5lfo of the f i elds are planted to corn, in Poonch, 66fo, and 
3 
in Muzafarabad 75fo. Corn is often grown in association 
with grazing, and high yields result from folding the cattle 
4 
on the fields. In the Vale, corn is planted in the peaty 
soil of reclaimed swamps and on the hill slopes above rice 
paddies. Millet and wheat are sometimes used for rotation 
1 
Census, Part 1. p. 69. 
2 
Arendu, Dasgupta, Economic Geography of India and 
Pakistan. 3rd edition, Calcutta, A. Mukherjee~ n.d. {post 
1947)" p. 43 . 
3 
Census, Part 1, p. 6~. 
4 o 
Gazetteer, p. 116. 
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in the bottom lands, and are a main crop at higher levels. 
Near the upper limit of cultivation buckwheat and the 
Tibetan barley, grim, are the only reliable crops. Although 
wheat is preferred to barley, barley is popular as an emer-
gency crop, for it can be sown late on any soil if the 
aeason is urifavorablB. Bajra, a staple elsewhere in India, 
is a major crop only in the lowlands of Mirpur, Jammu, and 
Kathua Districts. 
Rice is most important in the Vale, occupying over 
40~ of the cultivated land. It is the only crop given 
intensive care. Manure, either the accumulated winter 
droppL11gs of animals, or turf cut from the marshy stream-
banks, is sometimes spread by hand, sometimes placed at 
the irrigation entry so that the water distributes it 
1 
equally as a liquid. The rice is grown on the. rich bottom 
land, but it can be grown as high as 7,000 feet. Nowhere 
else does rice occupy the prominent position that it does 
in the Vale, for rice must be constantly wet until just 
before harvest. Fifty-four per cent of the fields in the 
2 
Vale are irrigated. In Jammu, 10~ of the arable land is 
planted to rice; ]4fo of the arable land is 1rrigated.3 
1 
Spat e, 375. 
2 
Ibid. 
3 
Census, p. 6~. 
Oils.eeds are another crop found predominently in the 
Vale, only 2fo of the fields being used for ·them elsewhere 
as opposed to 12;1o. in the Vale. Oil seeds such as rape, 
mustard, linseed and sesamum are mostly grown on swampy 
grotmd. Their oil is used for fuel, light, and cooking; 
the Kashmiri do not ~se ghee, the rancid buffalo-butter 
favored by Tibetan nomads. 
A little cotton is grown in the Vale, and in Jammu 
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Province, both cotton and sugar cane are produced. Neither, 
however, is important; together they barely occupy 5fo of 
the arable land. 
Grain may be the staple of the Kashmiri diet, but 
Kashmir, particularly the Vale, is better known for fruits 
and vegetables. There are reported to be 219 varieties 
of deciduous fruit, of which 111 are varieties of apple, 
1 
63 are pears and 31 are plums. Peach, . . apricot, mulberry, 
and cherry, walnut and almond~ trees all thrive at the 
level suitable to each. · The nuts are grown more for their 
oil than for their meat. 
In the Vale there is a wide choice of vegetables, for 
almost any subtropical or temperate crop will grow. The 
English brought in their favorite foo.ds (including asparagus 
and s.trawberries) which have almost replaced the native 
1 
G. M. Butt, 11 Agriculture in Kasbmirn, Kashmir 
Vol. III,I\b'3, March, 1953, P• 53. 
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vegetables which are now grmvn only in the poor l and o:f the 
higher villages. The heaviest concentration is around 
Srinagar. Srinagar is the tourist center, and it is the 
t.ourists and rich merchanms who can afford a varied diet. 
Also, surplus can be most easily exported from Srinagar. 
In the competition o:f rice and garden crops, rice usually 
wins out. To make more land, the Kashmiri has two 
alternatives. One is to reclaim swampland by planting the 
fast-growing willow in the area he wishes to make over. 
He then rakes up weeds and mud from the shallow lake and 
piles it on the mesh of young willows until it is above 
flood level. ~he peasant is careful to preserve a channel 
between this piece of demb land and the next, to insure 
a water supply. The other way of making land is to bind 
sods of marshy earth into rafts, making a floating garden. 
The ~ is heaped ·1r.ri th little cones. of mud, in which are 
planted two seedlings of melon or tomato, or four of 
1 
cucumber and watermelon, and so :forth. There is always 
plenty of water and mud to .keep the radhs fertile. When many 
of these floa ting gardens are tethered together, they look 
like the demb land. 
Since many different crops can grow in the Vale of 
Kashmir, there have been several ventures in cash crops. An 
1 
Gazetteer, p. 122. 
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attempt 1,vas made to grow flax for fiber, but "like other 
excellent schemes for introducing new staples and industries 
in Kashmir, the experiment failed as t here was no one to 
1 
supervise or encourage the cultivators." Cotton and 
tobacco, though grown, are not successful, for the quality 
ts inadequate for export. The Kashmiri do not provide a 
good market for tobacco: or eating grapes because they were 
2 
taxed out of popularity in the previous century. The 
Kashmiri now smokes an inferio'l' mixture. As Moslems, the 
Kashmiri did not respond to hops or the vine. Indigo has 
been replaced by chemical dyes, though it still grows wild. 
Pyrethrum has been successful, particularly during the war 
when supplies were short. 
Ka shmir has one pecul iarly excellent specialty 
saffron. Saff ron is a rela tive of the crocus whose purple 
flower blooms in September. In the Vale, it grows only 
on the karewas near Pampur. The only other saffron fields 
in Kashmir are in the Kishtwar region of Udhampur. The 
bulb is slow growing, and the rotation method requires three 
3 
years of absolute idlene ss·, so that crnly a fractiC'ID of the 
1 
Gazatteer, p. 118. 
2 
Ibid., p. 119. 
3 
"Saffron, 11 Kashmir, vol. l, NQ.l~, Sept. l, 1951, p. 481. 
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many tiny fields produce flowers. Saffron is made from 
the flowerts six stigma, three red and three yellow, the red 
being the better quality. One t housand three hundred and 
forty pounds of flowers, the average yield per kanal (l/8th 
acre) produce .65 pounds of saffron. Saffron is worth 
1 
$32 a pound. The Hindu Brahmtn uses saffron to mark his 
forehead, cooks color candy and rice with it, while the 
poor take saffron internally to counteract cold and catarrh 
2 
and to increase their vitality. 
The peasants of the Vale do not keep much livestock. 
A bullock or cow for draft work, a couple of shee-p and 
goats for meat and wool, and some scrawny chickens are the 
I 
usual. menage. In the summer the children take the village 
sheep and goats up to the high fields for pasture. In the 
higher villages and in the more mountainous areas, pastoralism 
becomes more important. Sheep, goats and buffalo' are the 
principle animals involved. A few tribes of the Himalaya 
live entirely on buffalo. The Moslems have been ruled so 
long by Hindus, who imposed a death penalty for killing 
cattle , that they have lost their taste for beef • . 
1 
B. H. Vats, ''The Wonder Floweru Kashmir, vol. 2, 
No. 24, Nov. 16, p. 486. 
2 .. 
Pithawalla, p. 90. ' 
Frontier Provinces 
Over 99fo of the Frontier Provinces is unsuited for 
agriculture. The papulation pressure on the arable land 
in therefore strong. Though the total population is 
1 
scarcely over 300,000, the density per square mile of 
2 
cultivable land averages over 1,.600. Such land is found 
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along valley bottoms and on stream terraces. All crops 
are of necessity irrigated. The Indus flows too far below 
its banks for irrigation, so the mountain streams are used. 
The canals are of masonry, built with skill learned solely 
from experience and with simple tools such as the ibex 
3 
horn. TllPJlels have been constructed to protect the canals 
from slidi.rt..g scree. The main crops are wheat, buckwheat, 
and the naked Tibetan barley, grim. The native beer is 
made from grim. The warmer lower valleys, which can raise 
both a spring and autumn crop if the water is sufficient, 
are also planted to millet and corn. Near the town of Gilgit. 
some poor quality rice is gro\r.n. Hardy vegetables, such as 
turnips 1 beans, peas, cabbage and cauliflower, are also raised. 
The milder Bal tis tan and Gilgit climate allows grapes, mul-
berries, melons and peaches. On the other hand, the few farms 
1 
Robert C. Mayfield, "A Geographic Study of tl:ie Kashmir 
Issue," The Geographical Review, Vol XLV, No. 2, April, 1955) 
p. :t84. 
2 
Spat:e, 383. 
3 
abonberg~ 112. 
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in high valleys of the eastern plains can scarcely raise grim 
and peas. Orchards are therefore of utmost importance. They 
include: apples-, pears, peaches, cherries, walnuts, and 
above all, apricots. The apricot grows up ta an elevation 
of 9,000 feet. Both fruit and kernel are fully utilized. 
The fruit can be eaten green without ill effects, or it can 
be dried for preservation. The kernel can be cracked between 
the teeth and eaten, ground to make flour, or pressed .for 
oil. The tribesmen can travel .for weeks with only apricots 
as foo.d. Walnuts are valued for their oil. 
Cattle, used elsewhere .for dra.ft labor, are replaced 
at higher elevations by the yak and the dzo, a cross between 
a yak and a cow. Lucer·ne is grown to provide fodder for 
the animals. Certain tribes lead a nomadic life based on 
sheep and yaks. All animals are used for transportation. 
The sheep can carry only 30 pounds, but they can cross the 
most barren wastes without provisioning. Yaks carry more, 
l 
190 pounds., are extremely surefoated., and can swim any 
river. But yaks are slow, and will not go more than a mile 
an hour. Mules and ponies are faster, but need more care 
than .. either yak or sheep. 
Landholding 
The peasants are wretchedly poor and own little more 
than their clothing, a few pots, a wooden plow, and perhaps 
4 
Douglas, p. 87. 
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a sheep and a cow. Very few own their ow.n land. Of the 
2,.300,000 acres in farmst 2,200,000 acres belong to the 
Maharaja or to his feudal vassals. There are three privi-
leged groups created by the Maharaja: Jagadirs, Muafidirs, 
and Mukareries. The J agadirs are persons given villages 
from which they receive the land revenue~ in cash or in 
kind o.r a combina tion of the tl~o. The Jagir is passed on 
from fathe r to son; if there is no heir, it reverts to the 
state. In time, payment of revenue came to presuppose owner-
ship of the land by the Jagadir. Also in time, the Jagadir 
extended their rights to the forest, pasture and idle land. 
Civil control followed until Jagadirs became virtual rulers 
of their land. The Raja .of Poonch, the largest Jagir, 
cont,rols the lives of 250,.000 people and the 1,627 square 
miles on 't'v'hich they live. His yearly income is one million 
rupees. A second privileged class are the Muafidirs. These 
ind ividuals and institutions (a religious organization could 
be a Muafidir) were given land on which they paid no 
revenue. In 1Y47 there were 396 Jagadirs and Muafidirs, receiv-
ing 556:1>313 rupees annually. The third class, Mukareries, 
,,.J;, id .. ol5 
are more numerous; 2~347 of thea~received a cash pension 
directly from the treasury, which amounted to 177,921 rupees 
1 
per year. There was a definite limit to the share of the 
1 
Shyam Lal Pir, 11 Agrarian Reforms: On the Road to· Social 
Order," part II, Kasbmir, Vol I, No. 22, Oct. 16, 1951, p. 529. 
harvest due to the state or the Jagadir, the percentage 
depe~ing on whether the cultivator or the landlord pro-
vided t h e seed and bullock and a gr i cultural instruments. 
Unfortunately~ the rule was not enforced. The tiller was 
frequently left with only 25% of his ~rvest. If t h e 
landlord was to receive a fixed value of t he harvest, he 
c.ould legally reckon the amount due him at a price half 
t ha t of the ma r ket, and thus double t he a mount that s hould 
be paid to him. The peasa nt easily fell into debt, at in~ 
terest rates r angi ng from 10% to 50%. The illiterate pea s-
a nts were no match for t he wiley money lenders, who could 
change rates or erase payments ma de, a nd wh o \'lould ah1ays 
have pa per proof a nd aut hor i ty behi nd them. 
The h istory of oppressi on in Kas hmir is a ncient. 
La.di tadi tya, a l'4a chaevellia n ruler of the seventh century 
wrote: 
"Even for no offense in this country, the 
dwellers in the_ depths of t he mountains 
s hould be fined, for if t hey should accu-
mulate wealth, t h ey might become ••• 
independent. Action sho uld be t aken 
repeatedly so t ha t the people in the vil-
lages should not possess grain for 
conswnpt i on a nd bullocks for use in the 
fields in eKces s of their a nnual require-
ments.11I 
land lay idle, for t he farmers feared their efforts would 
be wasted by further taxes. The English managed to assess 
the amount of land revenue and fix taxes. The 1919 Gazatteer 
1 
Quoted by Ka umudi, p. 10. 
39 
of India reported an enormous increase in productivity and 
1 
wealth as a result. Still, taxes were three times as high 
as in Punjab. One member of a family frequently had to seek 
work for the summer in Punjab, in order to earn cash to pay 
the taxes~ 
In the Frontier Provinces, land ownership assumes a 
slightly different aspect. In Ladakh, it is the Gompas 
(monasteries) that ow.n moot of the land, provide the seed, 
take the harvest, and make loans to the farmer. It is the 
religious, not the secular, leaders who accumulate wealth 
and rule the land. However, the Gompa is a somewhat kinder 
master than the absentee landlord in Jammu and Kashmir 
provinces. The priests do not wish the farmer to alienate 
his land; if a debt can not be paid in a certain number of 
years it is forgiven. In Gilgit taxation is severe also, 
but it is paid directly to the Mir (ruler), without several 
venial officials as intermediaries. Productivity is so 
2 
low that the Mirs have not become rich as did the Maharaja. 
1 
Gazeteer of India, 1 S1l9 , p. 132. 
2 
In 193~, the Kashmir revenue was 27.7 million rupees. 
Of this, 4 million went to the Raj and 5 million to the 
army. P. N. Shar, ttThe Kashmir Problem: Political and 
Economic Background, 11 India Quarterly, Vol. VII, No. 2, 
April-June 1951, p. 143. 
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Industry 
Land taxes were not the only source of revenue to the 
state. Every profession was taxed, the butcher, baker, 
sweeper and vendor. Younghusband found that there were 
••a multiplicity and weight of exactions. Coolies gave up 
one half of their wages. No product was too insignificant, 
l 
and no person too· poor to contribute to the state. 11 The 
famous Kashmir shawls were taxed in each stage of prepara-
tion, from raw wool through each overlay of embroidery, 
and an ad valorem tax was applied to the finished product. 
Another lucrative source of revenue was customs, which 
amounted to one quarter of the total state income. Further 
returns, about a fifth of the total, came from state 
industries. 
The principal state industries are silk, wooa and wooa 
products, all monopolies. The state has control of the 
forests, and the yearly revenue in 1947 was 2.9 million 
rupees_. The main product is railroad sleepers, cut from 
the termite-resistant deodar. This tree is lumbered 
in the Siwalik Hills and the Kishanganga basin, and the 
logs ar·e floated down the Jhelum to market. There is con-
siderable loggi.ng in Udhampur, -vl i th the Chenab providing 
free transportation. The chir pine, which is abundant in 
1 
Francis Younghusband, Kashmir, London, A. ru1d c. Black, 
1130~, p. 1'18. 
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Jammu Province, has a coarse, undurable wood. It was used 
locally for lacK or better wood. In 1940, the government 
built a resin factory, utilizing the chir for turpentine. 
At Baramula,. a factory turns poplar into matchsticks. .And 
in 1~42, a Drug Research Laboratory was organized to investi-
gate the possibilities of producing atropine and other drugs 
from the many herbs and flowers of the Kashmir forests. 
Silk is a state monopoly that has not always been suc-
cessful. In 1892 there was so little cocoon rearing that 
a Department of Sericul ture 1.-vas set up which tried to 
encourage the planting and care of mulberry trees. The 
English helped to establish two new filatures, one each in 
Jammu and Srinagar. s ·ilk 1 seeds 1 were imported. The 
system that still obtains is for the government to give the 
seeds to certain farmers who hatch and feed the worms. The 
cocoons are then returned to the factory for boiling and 
reeling. By 1~3~, silk had agaih become a major export; 
1 
the profit was' 2 million rupees yearly. 
While silk was remunerative for the state, it played 
little part in the livelihood of the people, for only 500 
men at most were employed in the industry. On the other 
hand, 200,000 persons derived an income, directly and 
]. 
Radha Krishna Babn, "Economic Potentialities of 
Kas·bmir," .Asiatic Review, Vol X:XX:V, No. 123, July, 1939, 
p. 445. 
indirectly, from the tourist. Unfortunately this is con-
fined mainl.y to Srinagar. Only an exceptional explorer 
ventures beyond the confines of the Vale. Tourists and 
visitors with considerable time might camp and hike near 
1 
Sonamarg, visit Amarnath, sacred cave of the Hindus, 
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above Anantnag, or pass the summer in cool Gulmarg, Valley 
of the Flowers. But it is Srinagar which is the tourist 
center, with its lakes and view, .the seven cantilevered 
wooden bridges, the famous gardens of Nishat and Shalimar, 
2 
the houseboats and shikaris, (water taxis) the water sports 
and golf, the mosques and temples, and the shops of Suffering 
Moses, Dishonest John, and the like, replete vJi th hand 
embroidered, hand carved, and hand painted objects. The 
famous Kashmir shawls are no longer made. The material, 
woven from the underwoo·l of the ibex, was so fine that a 
square yard could be pulled through a ring. The embroidery 
\-Jas so careful that each side was equally beautiful. It 
3 
was the French who popularized the Kashmir shawl in Europe. 
l 
Wilfred Noyce, of the 1953 Everest Expedition, pub-
lished a book on climbs in this region. 
2 
No foreigner may own land in Kashmir. The houseboat 
was first used by an Englishman who· wanted to establish a 
permanent residence. 
3 
The French spelling of the name, •cachemir' gives us 
our wor·d • cashmere. ' 
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The style change that discarded shawls also ended their 
production. The real Kashmir shawl was a luxury beyond the 
reach of the ordinary Kashmiri. The estimated price of one 
thousand pounds sterling prices it beyond the modern middle-
class tourist as well. Kashmir, however, is a bargain 
paradise for the tourist. Three dollars per person rents 
a luxurious houseboat with food, laundry, shikari, and a 
s:taff of four or five servants. No wonder 30,000 people 
visited Kashmir each year. 
The major craft products of Kashmir are papier mache, 
highly glazed and painted,, decorative brass, fine jewelry, 
sturdy rugs, exquisitely embroidered silk, soft ~rool 
shawls, chased silver, tooled leather, carved wood and 
woven wicker. The craftsmen benefit directly from the 
tourists,, as many of their products are either too fragile 
or too heavy for export, especially considering the poor 
1 
transporta tion. The 10,000 men engaged in craft work are 
s.cattered in many small groups. The master Cl"aftsman, 
rarely a merchant, gathers some workers and provides a 
room (often in his own house), material, and a hookah pipe. 
The merchants deal directly with the master. All work 
is commissioned and paid for on a piece work basis. This, 
1 
Very few women have jobs' in Kashmir, even to vJeave, 
embroider, . or cook. 
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of course , causes s easonal unemployment. The working condi-
tions are bad. Children and adults alike work Jong hours in 
cramped space. The darkness of the rooms is perhaps the mo$ 
serious of all, as it is seriously harmful to the eyes. The 
light source is a hole in the mudbrick wall, and in winter 
this is covered by oiled paper. 
Almost all industries are carried on in this small 
scale manner~ with a few exceptions. The nationalized silk 
factory is the largest, and the woolens factory in Srinagar 
is next bigges,t. Its annual output of blanlcets, cloth and 
yarn is valued at one million rupees. Baramula has, besides 
the match wood factory, a s.e i:ni-n.nt shed vJood and an ess.ence 
extract i on factory. .And at Meeran Sahib, on the railway 
line, there is besides, the resin factory, a cane factory. 
All the rest is cottage or home industry. Wool, for example, 
is woven everywhere throughout Kashmir. Tanne r s, builders, 
smiths, furniture makers, and food processo.rs and the like 
carry on small businesses in the larger towns. 
Trade 
Trade, like most industry, is managed on a small scale, 
with many small individuals contributing a small share to the 
whole. There is little interprovincial trade; transportation 
is too poor and the mountain barriers too. high. The people 
of Gilgit, for example, found it cheaper to import rice from 
'\ 
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Kashgar than from Srinagar. Before the English built the 
Jhelum Gorge road, Kashmir and Jammu provinces traded over 
the Banihal Pass. With the new easy road, the Vale tended 
to deal directly with India, and Jammu was left with its 
outlet from Jammu city to Sialkot. Trade forms a consider-
able portion of the economy of the Frontier .. Provinces. Leh 
thrived as the meeting place of goods from the south and 
goods from the nort h and east. Cotton, sugar, indigo, 
spices, and grain were traded for wool, fur, silver,. gold, 
tea, jade,and salt. Srinagar, on the southwe stern side of 
the Zoji-la, benefitted from the Central Asian trade also, 
1 
but was not dependent on it, as was Leh. 
The largest imports of Kashmir in rupees are cotton 
goods, sugar, salt, oils, grain and pulses, metals and metal 
manufactures. Kashmi r is not self-supporting in agriculture, 
not even in grains, and 31,000 tons of food must be imported 
2 
annually. There is a surplus of fruits and vegetables; 
3 
these and silk and wood make up the most valuable exports. 
Some commodities appear as both exports and imports. Kips 
(hides) are exported, leather is imported. Some food grain 
]L 
See map facing p. 25. 
2 
Frank Moraes, ed., The Indian and Pakistan Yearbook a.rrl 
Who:'s Who) ]952~53 , Vol. XXXVIII. Delhi, The Times of India 
Offices, n. d ., p. 441 
3 
See chart in Appendix I. 
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1 
is exported, and so is ghee, yet grain and cooking fats 
are imported. A certain amount of silk and woo,l (raw and 
manufactured) show on both sides of the ledger. The raw 
silk and the cotton that is brought in is processed and 
exported. The import and export of the same types of food 
can probably be explained by the dietary habits of the 
Kashmiri. The import of finished silk and wood underlines 
the lack of adequate transportation facilities, for Jammu 
most likely found it easier to obtain these goods from 
other lndian states than from the province just north of 
the mountain pass. The total in 1~~±1-1942 was: 37 million 
rupees. The imports were almost twice the value of the 
exports. Tourism more than made up the deficit, by bring-
2 
ing in 15 million rupees. 
l_ 
Buffalo butte.r favored by some :: Himalayan peoples, but 
not by the Kashmiri. 
2 
Yearbook~ p. 441. 
PART II 
KASHMIR AFTER PARTITION 
CHAPTER I 
POLITICS OF PARTITION AND WAR 
This describes Kashmir as it was when India was one. 
The Princely Sta te of Jammu and Kashmir was a feudal 
state under the absolute rule of the Mahar!;l.ja, tempered 
slightly by fealty to England. Even as India developed 
a desire for home rule and independence, so did Kashmir. 
India at that time had three l eaders . Nehru, Jinnah, 
and Ghandi. Nehru envisioned one nation with the people 
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of all religions living amicably and intermingled. Jinnah, 
on the other hand,, believed in the tttwo nation" communal 
theory, that is, that India should be divided bettveen 
Moslems and Hindus. Ghandi favored Nehru's noncommunalism, 
but sanctioned partit i on as inevitable. In Kashmir there 
were t wo leaders, Sheik Abdullah and Ghulam Abbas. Just 
as Nehru and Jim1ah once worked together to oust the 
British, so did Sheik Abdullah and Ghulam Abbas work to-
gether to oust the Maharaja. They had both been members 
of the Kashmir Moslem Conference. The Conference's 
act i vities were at first limited to attempts to alleviate 
the Hindu oppression and discriminat i on. Gradually, as 
the party gained political rights from the Maharaja, Hindus 
began to join the party. Sheik Abdullah favored a non-
communal party, one open to all regardless of religion, and 
in this he had Nehru as an ally. Ghulam Abbas wished to 
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emulate the Moslem League of Jinnah, and opposed Hindu 
membership. This divergence of vie~point eventually split 
the party into two, the All Jammu and Kashmir National 
Conference, and the Moslem Conference. The two parties 
continued to work together, nevertheless; the date of 
partition found Sheik Abdullah and Ghulam Abbas in jail fo~ 
their endorsement of a 11 Quit Kashmir" movement designed to 
expel the Maharaja. 
The British did all in their power to arrange a peace-
ful withdrawal and transfer of their authority. Since par-
tition was necessary, military and monetary assets and sup-
plies were divided equitably and impartial commissions were 
assigned to divide the country on the basis of religious 
majorities. One of the main problems was that of the Sikhs, 
a military s.ect from the Punjab Plains, who wished to be an 
independent state yet did not have an absolute majority. 
In the process of balancing other inequities, and with an 
eye to including most of the Sikhs in India, Lord Radcliffe 
1 
awarded the predominently Moslem area around Pathankot to 
India. The Radcliffe award thus gave India a lowland con-
nection to Jammu as well as its highland connection to 
Laddakh. 
Before August 15, 1947, the date of thB British with-
drawal and partition, the heads of the various princely 
states had been urged to accede to either India or Pakistan. 
1 
See map fa c ing page 25. 
49 
It was understood that the wishes of the people and geograph-
ical contiguity should be considered. Pakistan expected 
Kashmir: the word Pakistan was made up of the initial letters 
of its parts, and the K stands for Kashmir. Kashmir 1r1as: 
781o Moslem. Almost all of Kashmir's trade, whatever the 
eventual destination, passed through the Pakistani tovnns 
of Rawalpindi or Sialkot. Even Nehru, who had ancestral 
ties to Kashmir~ went out of his way to assure the Maharaja 
that India would not consider accession to Pakistan an 
-
unfriendly act. The Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten, visited the 
Maharaja to personally urge a decision. So did some of the 
1 
Hindu leaders, including Gandhi. Still the Maharaja 
wavered and waited. In a final act of vacillation, three 
days before partition, he suggested a "standstill agreementu 
with both countries. Pakistan signed, assuming the respon-
sibility, formerly British, for communications, postal and 
telegraph services. India confirmed the status quo by 
telegraph, but did not sign. 
Independence day came, and with it an outbreak of 
communal, or religious, violence. Kashmir was spared any 
immediate bloodshed, but horror stories were plentiful as . 
1 
Pakistanis later interpreted these Indian visitors to 
Kashmir as: proponents of a deal \•rith the Maharaja, and these 
suspicions were furthered when a newly constructed bridge . 
across the Ravi and a new road to Pathankot for the first 
time co~Dected Kashmir and India directly. See map facing 
p. 25. 
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S:tkhs, Hindus, and Moslems detoured through Kashmir to by-
pass the dangerous Indo-Pakistan border. The Maharaja, 
recognizing the danger of these inflammatory tales, 1 ·. 
strengthened the army garrisons in Moslem areas, and 
called on all Moslems to surrender any arms. In Poonch, 
where the ousting of the tolerably strict Raja by the 
tyrannical Maharaja had already caused flickering revolt, 
the Moslems reacted by forming guerilla bands. A pro-
Pakistan meeting was fired upon and rebellion was underway. 
The guerilla and revolutionary group became a political 
movement, kno\vn as Azad (free) Kashmir. Unduely harsh 
·repression of the revolt stirred retribution, and Kashmir 
too. became involved in communal war. Word spread quickly. 
The Hindus blamed Pakistan for allowing war-inciters and 
armed gangs across the border. Moslems claimed that it 
was all a vast Hindu plot to kill all Moslems and prevent 
the independence 0.£ Pakistan. 
Meanwhile, Kashmir was cut off from supplies of 
gasoline, salt, and wheat, and the postal system ceased to 
function. India and the pro-Indian National. Conference 
Party charged that Pakistan was trying to coerce accession 
through economic blocka~e. Pakistan denied this intention 
and explained that communications and supplies were badly 
1 
Moslem army units had been disbanded after World War II. 
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disrupted by the refugee movement and violence. Besides, 
countered Pakistan, India had not yet given her that share 
of the reserve resources due at partition, and without this 
supply of goo,ds, equipment and cash Pakistan was hamstrung. 
Then on October 22, the tribesmen invaded, intent upon 
Jehad, holy war. These 1!'fere the Afridis and Mahsuds of the 
Northwest Frontier, daring, hardy fighters whom the British 
had only controlled by means of generous subsidies. Again, 
Hindus blamed Pakistan for allowing and aiding this invasion, 
which Pakistan of course denied. As with the economic block-
ade, the official government policy could be easily subverted 
by actions of lesser officials; it was apparent that the 
tribesmen obtained trucks and gasoline from some source. 
The Government's excuses were that Pakistan could not stop 
the tr i be without diverting the tribal wrath upon herself, 
and further,, that Pakistan had no weapons or power to stop 
the invaders as India had not yet given Pakistan the share 
of military supplies that were also due on partition. India 
was of course in no . hurry to hand over money and arms that 
might soon be used against her. 
The raiders swept along the Jhelum road, bent as much 
on pillage (of Hindus and Moslems alike) as on Jehad. The 
Maharajah immediately asked India for aid. Mountbatten 
advised that India could not legally send tro9ps unless 
Kashmir acceded. · In such case accession would be considered 
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temporary, until order vJas restored and a plebescite coul.d 
be held. With the tribesmen engaged in a cruel sacking 
of Baramula, I4 miles from Srinagar, the Maharajah signed 
the accession paper. Reappointed Sheik Abdullah, recently 
released from prison and still politicking for a non-
communal representative government, prime minister. Then 
the Maharajah fled to Bombay, taking his women and jewels 
and, to the dismay of the army~ the gasoline supply. 
The raiders lost Srinagar when they stopped to rob 
Baramulla. On October 27 ,, with the tribesmen only 4~ 
miles from the city, Indian troops were airliftedto the 
rescue and the tribesmen were repulsed. The very effi-
ciency of the maneuver~ the Pakistanis say, indicates 
previous plans. Jinnah, now Governor General of. Pakistan 
as well as leader of the Moslem League, ordered Pakistan 
troops to Kashmir when he learned of the Indian move. 
Interdominion war was prevented by English persuasion, 
and Jinnah cancelled the order. 
Pakistan, however, refused to recognize the accession, 
1 
based as. it was on "fraud. and violence. 11 Negotiations:· 
between the two countries failed. Liaquat Ali Khan, prime 
minister of Pakistan, suggested that the U. N. be requested 
to stop the fighting, to arrange for troop withdrawal, and 
I 
Joseph Korbel, Danger in Kashmir, Princeton, Princeton 
University Press, 1954, p. 88. 
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to set up an impartial administration to govern until the 
U. N. coulda'.tl.range a plebescite. India countered that 
Pakistan could and should stop the fighting anytime by 
requiring the raiders to withdraw. that Sheik Abdullah's 
,-
administration was representative and impartial, and that 
the U. N. could be useful only after the tribesmen left 
Kashmir. 
The fighting was now along an attenuated front, 
roughly parnallel to the Jhelum River below Muzaffarbad. 
Part of the Azad Kashmir army, tiring of the near stale-
mate in Poonch and the west, diverted its interest to the 
Frontier Provinces. Attacking through Bal tistan, ,1 t -
i' 
captured Kargil and approached Leh; this time an Indian 
march overland saved the city. Tanks were somehow brought 
over the Zoji-la, and the over-extended raiders were soon 
driven out of Ladakh. In Gilgit, all was peace. When the 
Maharajah sent an envoy to replace the English Political 
Agent, the envoy was imprisoned, an act which probably 
1 
saved his life. Gilgit acceded to Pakistan. So well 
ordered was the bloodless· revolt that the treasury was 
turned over intact to the Agent of the Pakistan government. 
The Indian army eventually pressed the Azad Kashmir 
forces so hard that Pakistan sent regular troops to assist 
l 
The accession was not formally accepted as Pakistan 
feared to imply approval of division of the State. 
1 
the Azad. ~akistan was motivated by fear that India's 
ultimate aim was , to attack Pakistan, and by the more real 
danger of hundreds of thousand~more refugees fleeing to 
a land ~lready dangerously burdened. Meanwhile, India had 
referred her complaint of aggression by Pakistan to the 
U. N. Pakistan defended herself by blaming India, claiming 
that India had practised genocide,and protesting that since 
Pakistan had concluded a standstill treaty with Kashmir, 
India had no right to accept accession. Pakistan again 
complained t hat India had not handed over Pakistan•sshare 
of military stores, cash balances, etc., af'ter partit i on. 
Pakistan then asked the U. N. to urge India to stop its 
aggressive acts towards Pakistan. 
Both sides referred for precedent to Junagadh, a Hindu 
state with a Moslem ruler. Junagadh was surrounded by 
Indian states; its only connection with Pakistan was over 
the Arabian Sea which both faced. The Moslem Nawob 
acceded to Pakistan; India eventually invaded and forced a 
change ot accession. Unfortuna tely for the propriety of 
the debate the situations were quite in reverse, and what 
one side condemned the other for in one state it hoped to 
a pply as precedent in another state. When Pakistan accepted 
accession from Junagadh, India argued that accession is 
1 
This was not admitted until several months later, which 
further lessened confidence between India and Pakistan. 
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meaningless if the people's will and religion is not con-
s.idered. During the debate on Kashmir, however, India 
advanced Pakistan's dictum, previously applied to the 
Junagadh dispute, that the accession by the ruler was valid. 
Pakistan asserted that in Junagadh the accession was over-
ruled in favor of the people, and that the same principle 
should apply in Kashmir. 
The u. N. did manage to arrange a cease-fire. The 
line between the two armies became a boundary and the U. N. 
established a control of observers to prevent violations. 
As for the plebescite, though several attempts have been 
made both by commissions and individuals, neither side would 
accept the other's terms. Pakistan is sure that no fair 
plebescite can be reached while the Indian army occupies 
the Vale, and foreign observers agree. Lord Birdwood 
writes: 11 We need thoroughly to understand this quality of 
hopeless resignation which permitted exploitation, if we are 
to appreciate the psychological significance of the presence 
1 
today of India's armed forces in the Vale of Kashmir.u. 
Only after long persuasi0n did Pakistan drop its demand 
for neutral government to replace Sheik Abdullah during 
the plebescite. Long conferences produced slight concessions 
1 
Lord B. C. Birdwoodt A_Continent Decides, London, 
Robert rfule, 1953, p. 42. 
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on the number of troops necessary to maintain law and order. 
But as SheL~ Abdullah claimed legal rule of all Kashmir, 
no agreement could be reached on who would control the 
Azad territory. 
The Cease Fire line is an arbitrary line. Its wander-
ing length was dictated by military might. Roads, fields, 
valleys and rivers v1ere cut, often recut, by the neutral 
no-man•s-land t hat before January 1, 1949, was the no-man•s-
land of battle . It violates previous lines, lines of govern-
ment and transportation. Undoubtedly the military line depended 
to some extent on the degree of civilian resistance for it 
does correspond somewhat to the religious line. The Frontier 
Provinces are divided neatly, the Balti Moslems to the 
north, Ladakhi Buddhists to the south. Jammu is fairly 
well divided between Moslems in the west and Hindus in the 
east. Only in the Vale is the r e an anomaly, and it is a 
large one; 90% of inhabitants are Moslem. 
The Cease Fire line is perhaps also an indication of 
Pakistan's interests. Pakistan suspected that India wished 
to include Pakistan once aga in in the Indian bounds, by 
force if necessary. With that in mind, it became of immediate 
importance to protect her more vulnerable borders. The vital 
Sialkot-Rawalpindi-Peshawar railroad parallels the Kashmir 
border. Of even greater importance, from the longer point 
of view, was control of the headwaters of the rivers that 
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irrigate the plains. Pakistanis feared that the Indians 
would somehow divert the rivers, causing the rich farmlands 
to wither and d ie, effectively weakening Pakistan. India 
does control some headworks of canals that continue into 
Pakistan, and several times has cut off the water for 
periods of a few hours up to several days; the Pakistanis 
realized all too forcibly how important water is to the 
plains. 
The Cease Fire Line allays the worst of the Pakistani 
fears, since Pakistan holds land to the east of the Jhelum. 
The Indian army~pushed back to a safe distance from the 
railroad, and Pakistan controls the Jhelum. There are still 
arguments over water; one major canal and the tail end of 
three minor canals have been cut by the Indo-Pakistan 
partition. Unfortunately, Lahore draws a large part of 
its water from rivers controlled by India. The waters of 
the Sutlej cause the most dispute; as matters now stand only 
a small area of Pakistan is threatened by Indian control 
of part of Kashmir. Of course, in the future, India might 
feasibly divert part of the Chenab and more of the Ravi. The 
World Bank, after a thorough study of resources and needs, 
has suggested that India should promise not to use any of 
the Chenab water and in return, Pakistan should give up its 
claim to Ravi and Sutlej water. Unfortunatel y , the water 
supplie s and storage potentialities of the Indus basin are 
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1 
inadequate to the needs of the basin, and compromise will 
be necessary. Ill feeling about water and Kashmir reinforce 
each other, making a settlement of either problem difficult. 
1 
International Bank for Reconstructio-n and Development, 
Press Release No. 380. Washington D. c., Decem·ber 1~54, p. 3. 
CHAPTER II 
· POLITICS INSIDE KASMIR 
Matters inside Kashmir also boiled and brewed. The 
war had brought chao-s. Under' an emergency status, the 
' governmen~ requisitioned all standing grain and food crops, 
established co.-operatives to collect and distribute the 
food, and started strict · rationing. Transportation was 
taken over by the government and an attempt made to keep 
B:a:t1 :thal pass open. Jagadirs, Muafidirs, and Mukareries 
were abolished, and big landholdings confiscated without 
compensation. Sheik Abdullah meanwhile alternated in 
his v ie"lrvS on relations with India. First he would back 
up the accession, then he wot:tld urge an independent non-
communal Kashmir. He dissolved the legislative National 
Assembly, since the seats were preponderantly occupied 
by the Moslem Conference Party. The exiled Maharajah was 
gradually stripped of his few remaining _powers until, in 
porte st against Abdullah's policy, he resigned in favor 
of his son, Yuvraj Karan Singh. 
In 1951~ Sheik Abdullah called for free elections to 
a Constituent Assembly, despite the U. N. objection that 
this was not in accordance with the plebescite agreement. 
In Kashmir Vale and Ladakh the small opposition to the 
National Conference's slate was quietly "~:vi thdrawn. Jammu's 
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o·pposi t i on party, the Praja Paris had, representing the well-
to-do and conservative Hindus, nominated a full slate. As 
• the government rejected the nomination papers of half of 
the candidates,, the Praja Pari shad decided to boyco.tt the 
election. Sheikh Abdullah's followers filled the new 
Assembly. 
In ]952, after more wavering between independence and 
integration with India, Abdullah signed an agreement which 
gave him the benefits of both. A common citizenship was 
established, with an exception that Indian citizens still 
could not acquire land in Kashmir. The principle of 
Fundamental Rights, a s defined i n the Indian constitution~ 
wa.s modified in application to Kashmir so that Kashmir does 
not have to compensate disposs,essed landowners. The 
hereditary ruler was to be replaced by an elected Head of 
1 
State, recognized by the President of India. Kashmir 
could retain its newly introduced national flag. The 
President of India could exercise his emergency powers in 
such cases as invasions,; revolts, etc., only when requested 
by the Kashmiri government. India would continue to be 
responsible for foreign affairs and communications. Financial 
integration was postponed. 
1 
In other L~dian states, the President appointed the 
Head of State. 
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This agreement was not popular. Kashmir is not equally 
dear to all Indians. While some of Nehru's Congress Party 
Leaders professed to see Kashmir as a gate to better relations 
wlth Central Asia, many others, particularly from the south, 
could not countenance spending vast sums for the protection 
and aid of a state of doubtful loyalty. There was fear that 
other states might follow Kashmir's lead in disp~nsing with 
the Maharajah, and in expropriating land without compensation. 
Nor were all the citizens of Kashmir pleas.ed. The land-
0w.ners wished recognition of their rights to compensation. 
The Hindus were beginning to feel a political prejudice 
against them. They resented the ousting of the Maharajah; 
the election of his son, Yuvraj Karan Singh, to the puppet 
position of Head of State increased rather than lessened 
their discontent. The bbsiness men of Jammu were discon-
tented under the stringent government restrictions on money 
and trade. This oppos i tion was voiced through the Praja 
, " Parishad Party, ·irJhich demanded full merger with India. There 
were demonstrations and arrests, and threats that Jammu would 
aecede and join India. 
Ladakh also was dismayed by Sheik Abdullah's attempts 
to withdraw from India. The Ladakhis had little sympathy 
for Pakistan, but the landowning lamas, who are the rulers 
of Ladakh, had less sympathy for Sheik Abdullah's reforms. 
Sometimes the lamas th~reatened to become autonomous within 
India, sometimes they threatened to join Communist Tibet. 
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Since Sheik Abdullah stubbornly continued plans ~or an 
independent Kasbmir, the opposition enlarged. Reactionary 
Hindu communalist parties. joined the Praja Parishad and 
loud.Jly called ~or integration with India. Several dem~n­
strations got so out o~ control that police ~orces ~rom 
India had to be called in. More strict repressive measures 
were applied to Jammu, and vigilance in the Vale was relaxed. 
An opposition group, the Kashmir Awami Co~erence, was 
tolerated within the ranks o~ the National Co~erence. The 
opposition in his party was greater than Abdullah realized; 
in 1953 Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed, Sheik Abdullah's right 
hand man, overthrew his erstwhile chie~. Bakshi immediately 
announced his intention to further integra tion with India. 
The Kashmiri people were ~ond o~ Sheik Abdullah, and 
several hundreds were arrested, wounded or killed in the 
ensuing demonstrations. Pakistanis called ~or Jehad; now 
Sheik Abdullah, ~ormerly considered a traitor, became a 
martyr ~or resist i ng India. Only quick action by the Prime 
Ministers of India and Pakistan, rea~~irming the agreement 
to hold a plebescite, prevented India and Pakistan ~rom 
~inding themselves. at war. 
At pre sent Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed is still Prime 
Minister o~ Indian-held Kashmir. By continuing Sheik 
Abdullah's re~orms and attentions to the poor, Bakshi has 
supplanted him in the af~ections of the people. Their former 
favorite rema ins, untried, in jail. 
.. 
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On the other side of the Cease Fire lirie there is 
greater unanimity of feeling. The Azad territory is now 
1 
98fo Moslem. There is but one party, the Moslem Conference, 
2 
to which 3 00,000 of the 700,000 population belong. There 
is but one goal; unification of Kashmir and accession to 
Pakistan. Where Abdullah maintained a certain amount of 
independence of action, Ghulam Abbas wa:rked closely with 
Pakistan from the first. Pakistan stands in much the same 
relation to Azad Kashmir that India does to the rest of' 
Kashmir. Post, telegraph, def'ense and foreign affairs are 
under the aegis of the Pakistan ministry of Kashmir af'fairs. 
Direct help in the form of' money and leaders is accepted 
by the Azad. Local affairs are controlled by the Azad govern-
ment at Muz:affarabad, which in turn is controlled by the 
Moslem Conference. 
Complete harmony is not be be expected. Gilgit main-
tains direct relations with Pakistan, despite the Azad 
desire to control all of non-Indian Kashmir. Ghulam Abbas, 
Supreme Head of the Azad Government and President of the 
Moslem Conference, and Sardar Mohammed Ibrahim, who led 
1 
This is the result of an infl.ux of 200,000 Moslem 
refugees and of the departure and killing of Hindus. 
2 
Korbel, p. 200; 
65 
the revolt during the period when Abbas was still in jail, 
both resigned in 19.51. Their reason seems to be dissatis-
faction with Pakistan's timidity in supporting the Azad 
conquest of all Kashmir. They have remained active in the 
Moslem Conference and criticize the Government, now under 
Col. Sher Ahmed Khan, for tack of demo:cracy and for cor-
ruption. Although an election has been promised with full 
adult franchise, no date has yet be.en set, and the Government 
remains unchanged. 
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CF...APTER III 
RESULTANT !CHANGES . IN AZAD KASHMIR 
Transportation 
Besides the transfe.r of population, the main change in 
Azad Kashmir was the development of transportation. Armies 
had to be able to move, supplies had to be brought in. Poonch 
and Mirpur had been sadl~ neglected by the Maharaja, and the 
one main road from Mirpur to Kotli was now useless since the 
1 
Indian army held six miles of it. This particular problem 
was remedi~d by building a detour up a slope so steep that a 
2 
route was discovered~ by watching the movements of wild goats. 
The Azad army also built roads t o the rem~te villages. Most 
of them are connected now not onJLy by a road but by a regular 
bus service. 
The Frontier Provinces were more difficult. Gilgit, 
Skardu~ and Chilas &1 have airports with regularly scheduled 
flights. I Weather, however, may interrupt the schedule for 
several months, especially during the monsoon rains and 
winter snows. The only road to replace the Burz il. Astor 
road is the Kaghan-Babusar road. The Khagan river is a 
tributary of the Jhelum, but on the Pakistan side. This 
makes no difference, as goods !low freely between Pakistan 
1 
See map facing P·~5. 
2 I Ian Stephens, Horned Moon, London" Ghatta. and Windus, 
l953, p. 118. 
6~ 
and. Azad Kashmir. A precari0us jeep track bas theoretically 
I been created from Muz.affarabad over the Babusar pass to Gilgit; 
the pass., however, is open only for three months in the year. 
The jeep track continues beyond Gilgit tov.1ards Hunza, but 
I 
stops at Chalt, 36 miles short. 
Balstistan is even more isolated than Gilgit. There are 
/ I 
J 
trails to Skardu from the Astor valley over the Deosai plains, 
but the town depends upon the airplane .for all outside con-
tacts. A few jeeps have been flown in, and these have a range 
of a few miles up and ddwn the Indus. There are plans to 
extend the roads fnrther in both directions. In 1951 Russia 
and China closed their borders to India and Pakistan. There 
may be some smuggling,_ but trade .. with Central Asia has been 
effectively halted. This has cut off the source of salt. 
Now salt is flown in, and once a month the government 
s.ells salt to village representatives. 
Lack of Large Changes 
Aside from the new transportation pattern, there is 
llttle change in Azad Kashmir. During the war there was an 
immediate need for procurement and distribution of -supplies. 
of foodgrain, sugar, salt, oil, and kerosene. Prices were 
mpt low by a system of distribution at wholesale rate, ·with 
transport charges paid by the government. Food was exempted 
from customs duties. men after the fighting ceased, Azad 
Kashmir was deficient in food and cloth. Though feudalism 
I 
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;-e..,i 
was officially abolished and land~revenues cut 5~ or more, 
.,. 
there were no radical reforms in 1 agriculture. Arab1e land 
is scarce; the Azad Kashmir farmers cultivated the land 
along the Cease Fire long before the farmers on the other 
side dared to. Most of the inhabitants live on a subsistance 
level. 
Azad Kashmir fortunately has much of the forest of 
Kashmir, and timber brought the government 4 million rupees 
1 
in 1~52. Fresh and dried fruits, hides and skins, and 
herbs also have been exported. But the exports do not 
balance the imports, ana Pakistan must help out with loans, 
I 
grants, and supplies. 
There is some effort devoted to construction of roads 
and public buildings anq to the development of local industry. 
The roads have opened up small villages to trade with a resultant 
increase of prosperity. Industry is small, yet there is little 
2 
unemployment. There ar~ only 20,000 industrial workers. 
Many young men are earning money in the army. The government 
hopes that cottage industry, such as woo.dworking, weaving 
and leather working, and sericulture will be possible. One 
development scheme involves exploring the possibilities of 
hydroelectric pmftier, ne"f irrigation, and minil'"l_g. 
1 
Five Years of Pakistan, Karachi, Pakistan Publications, 
n. d • , p. 23.9 • 
2 
Korbel, p. 200. 
Though passiv·e in the economic field, Azad Kashmir is 
somewhat more active in the social services. Under the 
Hindu rule there was· litt~e in the way of health service 
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or education. Now there are eight hospitals, thirty dis-
pensaries~ and six mobile medical units. Each town is to 
haveabealth center and a dental clinic. The Oriental College 
in Muz.affarabad was maintained and two, more co:lleges opened. 
There are 14 high schools, 37 middle schools, and 492 pre-
liminary schools. Pakistan has made this possible. A 
public subscription gave 300 scholarships in 1950. and more 
are planned. 
-· 
In Gilgi t the local feudal chieftens maintain political 
power. Frontier Scouts, organized and paid by Pakistan, act 
as polic.e. Some benefits of association with Pakistan are: 
eight schools, one civilian and one veterinarian hospital, 
and 14 dispensaries. Baltistan now had 33 schools and three 
hospitals. 
CHAPTER IV 
RESULTANT CHANGES IN INDIAN-HELD KASHMIR 
Population and Trade 
As in Azad Kashmir, the war made significant changes 
in ~dian-held Kashmir. Population remained much the 
same in the Vale and in Ladakha but in the Province of 
Jammu the Moslem majority was reduced to a minority. Over 
five hundred thousand Moslems fled Jammu, a third of whom 
settled in Azad Kashmi r. Another two hundred thousand are 
\'< ""'"'"' ;r· _, 
missing. Of ·" two hundred and fifty t housand Hindus that 
left their homes,, a full three-quarters of them settl; ed in 
1 
Indian-held Kashmir. 
Trade "'as severely interrupted. The rail service to 
Jammu ceased in September 1g47. Srinagar again traded over 
the Banihal pass.. There was at · first no all-weather 
vehicular road between Jammu and India. The Indians were 
well advised to connect Kathua and Pathankot. Still, it 
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was another year before all the rivers between Jammu and 
Pathankot were bridged and the road ready for heavy traffic. 
Snow plm-.rs were sent to Ba.n:'rhal Pas:s in a short-term effort 
' to keep the road clear; a long term plan, already underway , 
is to dig a tunnel at an altitude of 7100 feet, 1~ miles 
1 
Stephens, p. 138 .• 
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in length, cutti.P_g 40 miles o:ff the 140 miles total distance 
from Jammu to Srinagar. Even Leh is now accessible by motor; 
a jeep road of sorts has been made from the old trail. The 
trip to Leh now takes seven days instead of the fourteen. 
Or, quicker still, it is now possible to fly to Leh; one o:f 
the first objectives of the army was to construct an airport 
there. Other road building activity in Indian Kashmir is 
confined to short distances, opening roads to a few o:f the 
richer villages, and providing bridges where fords and ferries 
are onl.y seas·onably useful. 
Trade, of course, followed the new routes. Indian Kashmir 
has been severely inconvenienced, for the Banihal Pass road 
to Srinagar is longer and harder than the Jehlum Gorge road, 
and the distance from Jammu to the plains railhead has been 
quadrupled. Ladakh, while not isolated :from Indian Kashmir, 
has suffered complete loss of its Central Asian trade. The 
closing of the Russian-Chinese border has been particularly 
serious to Leh; the once thriving trade center is now sub-
sisting feebly on the money and trade of an Indian army 
garrison. 
u.New Kasbmir 11 
In Indian-held Kashmir, the most extensive changes have 
been the result of the change of government. The Maharajah 
had ruled with as few concess i ons to the needs of the people 
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as possible. Sheik Abdullah wished to develop Kashmir and 
help the people. In the first desperation o£ invasion, 
the government took control of transportation, distribution, 
and foreign trade. The silk and lumber industries were 
already government monopolies. 
+h co;.. ~ovt.rt\M.&.f\1'$ · 
Through" shrewd handling of 
supplies, the small businesses came under i ts _oo.nt.rol · 
also. These emergency actions fitted well Abdullah's 
schemes for "New Kas;bmir," the National Conference • s offi-
cial platform. 11 New Kashmir" envisioned a benevolent 
socialism with touches. of communism, for "freedom from all. 
forms of economic exploitation is the only true guarantee 
1 
of political democracy." In "New Kashmir, 11 all the usual 
freedoms are guaranteed, as well as an economically secure 
life. Competition is considered destructive; therefore 
cooperation should be fostered, trade and industry controlled. 
?..-ivo.'c. 
Capital and~monopoly are dangerous; the people should o~r.n 
only the land they can till, or better still, join co-
operative farms. 
Agricultural Reform 
Sheik Abdullah attempted to achieve agricultural reform 
in a few giant steps. First he abolished the three privileged 
1 
New Kashmir, quoted by Korbel. p. 203. 
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classes,, the jagadirs' muafidirs' and mukararees (except for 
some religious mukararees·). The peasant was to pay the land 
revenue tax and sell food directly to the government without 
intermediaries. A new tenancy law regulated rents. The 
limit for a farm of less than 12.5 acres is half the produce, 
and one-third to one-quarter if the farm is over that size. 
The government hoped to sell empty land; as no farmer had 
sufficient cash, it "'as rented to small farmers and landless 
laborers. A moratorium on debts was followed by the Distressed 
1 
Debtors Relief Act by which debts were scaled down some 80fo. 
This was followed -in July 1~50 by the Abolition of Big Landed 
Estates Act. Under this act, no one,. farmer or not, can own 
more than 22 acres. Pasture, unarable land., orchards s: and 
the land of the Ladakhi Gompas "for the present 11 are not 
.included. The tenant receives the land which he has been 
cul.tivating • but now mus.t pay the regular land revenue tax 
and a special Land Development Cess. TQ prevent aggrandiza-
tion no man. even by inheritance, may ow.n more than the stipu-
lated 22 acres; to prevent further fragmentation, no man may 
sell any part of his land without government permission. If 
he rents it or fails to cultivate it two years in a row, he 
loses it. The government would receive any unused land and 
rent it to landless laborers. Though the Indian Constitutian 
1 
See Appendix II. 
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prohibits expropriation without compensation~ the Assembly 
decided that this did not apply to Kashmir. The landlords 
received no compensation. Sheik Abdullah held that what 
the state (then the Maharaja) had given without compensation, 
and often without taxes, the state could take back without 
1 
compensation. As for t hose who had bought land, they were 
2 
obviously speculators,: and deserved such bad luck. Besides, 
most cogent reas.on of all, neither the peasants nor the 
government could afford to pay compensation. There was, 
Sheik Abdullah said, no moral, economic or social basis for 
3 
compensation. 
Altogether some ten thousand landlords, mostly Hindu, 
and 563,500 acres. of land were affected. There were,, hm.;-
4 
ever, onJ.y 400 who held more than 125 acres. An expected 
700,000 cultivators tl/3 of these Hindu untouchables) were 
expected to benefit. The transfer of land should have been 
achieved by the end of 1~52. 
Although the motive behind the Act was good, by May 
of 1~53 only 1~8,444 acres had been given to 16~,~1~ 
l. 
Sheik Abdullah, "On the Day of Destiny,"Kashmir, Vol. II, 
No. 1, Dec. 1, 1~51~ p. 6. 
2 
"The Second Session of the Consembly, 11 Kashmir, Vol. II, 
No. 13, June 1, 1952, p. 266. 
3 
Overseas Hindu Times March 4, 1~52, quoted by Michael 
Brecher., The Struggle for Kashmir, New York,. Oxford Uni versity 
Press, 1953, p. 161. 
4R. L. Park, ttind ia Argues vlith Kashmir, 11 Far Eastern 
Survey, VoLXXI~ No. 11, July 2, 1~ 52, p. 115. 
l 
cultivators (who had 607,443 dependents). That is ~ 
average of little more than an acre apiece to a man with 
four dependents. Actually, many peasants received less 
75 
than the average for the r ule giving the tenant the land 
that he cultivated favored the more prosperous farmer. And 
then, local officials often managed to procure more and better 
2 
land t han was legally theirs, even over the maximum figure. 
The government did not limit itself to these Acts. Some 
of the 87,500 acres received from the Big Landed Estated 
Act were used to set up coo.peratives and experimental farms. 
Old irrigation canals were repaired; this once was a village 
responsibility but the sense of duty hadlapsed over the last 
century. Near Band.ipU.L' a new canal was built to provide 
irrigatio·n f or four thousand acres; a hydroelectric plant 
with a 30kilowatt generator, and room for a second one, 
provides power for that area. New levees were built to 
reclaim land and to prevent annual innundation. Construe-
tion has begun on five more canals that will water 22,400 
acres. A great emphasis was put on the cooperative movement. 
The coopera tives were multipurpose, providing easy credit, 
leasing expropriated land , supplying commodities and marketing 
produce. The se cooperatives could have been a boon to the 
] 
Brecher, p. 161. 
2 
See Appendix III for other criticism of the Act. 
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peasants. Instead they became a political instrument and 
finally collapsed becaus.e the government officials were 
1 
neither honest nor efficient. 
Agricultural Plans 
In a plan of development partly fL.'1.anced by India, eight 
million rupees were set aside for agricultural development 
and community development. Agricultural development covers 
a variety of activities. One goal is that each district 
should have a model farm and a research organization with 
entomologist, soil chemist. and biologist. State farms are 
producing vegetables and their seeds, both to improve the 
plants and to provide a nevv export. The drug farm is ·to be 
enlarged, and another started. Soil conservation is aimed 
at preventing erosion, especially on the karewas. Two 
animal research farms are to be founded for breeding and 
study of fodder and disease. Eventually, village breeding 
centers will be opened. 
There is a Community Development Project in each 
province. Usually a backward area of several hundred square 
2 
miles and of 50 thousand population is chosen. A survey 
1 
Korbel,p.216. 
2 
Because of the peculiarities of Ladakh, the whole 
province is considered one block. 
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is made of the various needs of the community. The leaders 
are then given special training. With financial and tech-
nical help, the trained men organize the community to help 
itself by building roads, dispensaries, and by improving 
springs, and irrigation canals. The leaders teach the peasants 
to use fertilizer, to fight erosion, and to plant forest 
nurseries. A few good animals are kept at stud to provide 
artificial insemination. If these projects are successful, 
they will be model areas, not just model farms. 
Industry 
Industry, particularly cottage industry" was hard hit 
by the war. Tourists of course could not be expected to 
brave the unsettled conditions of either the war or the 
early years of the Cease Fire. Now that time has stabilized 
feeling somewhat, the tourists are returning. The Kashmir 
government expects them to be even more numerous than before. 
Indeed, a record 40,000 visited the Vale last season. How-
l 
ever, all but 1480 of the visitors were Indians, who do not 
spend as much as the foreigner. But during the period when 
there were no tourists,. Sheik Abdullah's government made a 
big effort to keep the little industries alive. Wages were 
' ]L 
11Resort 400 Years Old, 11 The Boston Daily Globe, 
October 16, 1955. 
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rais.ed at the silk factory. . The government took control of 
wood-
the woolen mill, started a,.w·otki.ng f actory. Emporia were 
organized in several Indian cities to sell products of Kashmir. 
Even so there were many unemployed,, and wages in general 
dropped. The government encouraged craftsmen to form co-
operatives. The government loaned these cooperatives, known 
as Indus cos, money to buy material and equipment. The Indusco 
would sell direct to the Emporia, eliminating both the 
master's and the merchant's cut. Also eliminated is the 
l 
"notoriously unscrupulous" dealing and haggling, since 
the Emporia have fixed prices. Eventually the Emporia will 
have their own supplying factories to facilitate standardiza-
tion. Already the Emporia design section is providing the 
2 
Induscos with •ttas,teful modern" designs. Some of the reels 
af the silk factory were idle through lack of cocoons; a 
Department for Mulberry Culture was instituted to encourage 
mulberry growing. Sericulture has become a recognized 
course in some schoo.ls. Technical schools teach other crafts 
too. The agriculture department has imported some Merino 
sheep: better quality raw material means better quality 
finished goods. Much of the present work is shabby, poor 
imitations made with the intent to deceive. 
l 
Yuvraj Karan Singh, "Cottage Industries in Kashmir," 
Kashmir, Val. II, No. 12, May ll, 1952, p. 245. 
"The Emporia," Kashmir, Vol. II, No;. 4, Jan. 6, l<;;J52, 
p. 85. 
Indian-held Kashmir not only lost 75~ of the total Kashmir 
timber resources, but also the use of the Jhelum on which to 
transport it. Sheik Abdullah made light of the loss of water 
transportation by explaining that wood floated down river 
loses 20-35fo of its value; the lumber hauled by truck receives 
such a good price that it pays for the extra transportation 
cost. Besides, the government expects to develop the wood 
1 
industry and export finished goods. 
Transportation was once a private industry. Now it 
is run by the government. Ail is not going smoocthly in the 
Transport Department. In 1 9 52 the Department ffill~ounced that 
it had a fleet of 500 vehicles. By 1953 ,. there were less 
2 
than 400. With India's aid, the number is now up to 800. 
The Kashmir Chamber of Commerce, mostly Hindu, complains 
that absence of free competition in transpol't:ition allows 
the government to set arbitrarily high prices. 
The Chamber of Commerce was also dissatisfied with the 
gover~~ent•s complete control of trade, both foreign and 
domestic.· ' It · asked for the abolition of state trading, 
decontrol of commodities, abolition of rationing, and return 
to free competition in marketing. When Bakshi Ghula.m 
Mohammed became Prime Minister, he partially restored free 
1 
Sheik Abdullah, 11 0n the Day of Decision, II Kashmir' 
Vo l II, No. 2, Dec. 16, 1951, p. 47. 
2. 
A. M. Rosenthal, "Change Keynotes Kashmir of India,u 
New York Times, P. 3, col. 5. 
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trade and eased food rations. He also negotiated a financial 
treaty with India, ending the customs barrier and integrat-
1 
ing with India's economy. 
Industrial Plans 
Financial integration with India brought financial aid. 
At first there was a grandio,se scheme for turning Kashmir 
into the "Sheffield of India 11 through_ a two; hundred million 
ruppee expenditure for mineral extraction, especially of the 
ore-rich section of Riasi that India holds. This was 
dropped as mineral extraction might renew Indo-Pakistan 
tension, whereas electrification and irrigation within 
Kashmir state does not. The new plan is part of the 1951-
1~56 5-Year Plan for India. It calls for 130 million 
rupees, of which Kashmir supplies only 3 million, to be 
spent as follows: 
Transport and communication 
Irrigation and Power Projects 
Social Service 
Industry 
Agriculture and Community 
Development 
Miscellaneous 
l 
2 
Total in rupees ~ of total 
4':1,441,000 
44,158,000 
18,515,000 
8,190,000 
8,000,000 
1,596,000 
38.1 
33.7 
14.3 
6.4 
6.3 
1.2 
India agreed to pay two million rupees to Kashmir for 
the loss of customs '·revenue. 
2 
P. N. Kaul,''Kashmir's First Five Year Plan," Kashm.ir, 
Vol. N 11 No. 5, May, 1954, P• 96. · 
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Of the sum to be spent on transport and communica tions, 
one-third was to be spent on the Banihal tunnel. Four 
hundred and fourteen mile s of new road are to be built, and 
528 miles improved. Most of the money under the second 
heading is to be spent on projects already commenced. The 
l 
Sind Hydroelectric Project should be completed soon. The 
head of water is large enough, and the power house roomy 
enough, for six 3000 kilowatt gener ators. Only two will 
be installed now. The project is ten miles from Srinagar. 
It will add to and gradually replace the Baramulla plant, 
which is wearing out. A high tension wire will provide 
2 
1500 kilowatts to Anantnag .as. well as to villages along 
the line. Jammu city is still short of electricity, even 
after a line connected the 1500 kilowatt steam turbines 
a t Miran Sahib with Jammu. Fifteen hundred kilowatts are 
to be brought in from Jagindernagar power station in 
Indian Punjab. This has the added advantage of providing 
electric ity between Kathua and Jammu. It is expected that 
electricity will lift water from the wells, providing 
irrigation. Udhampur expects to use a canal falls to 
generate 400 kilowatts. Pahalgam bas already built a 
186.5 kilowatt station for the convenience of visitors. 
1 
The Kashmir government has proclaimed the Sind Project 
will be finished within ·the year for several years. Enough 
work has been completed the last few years that 1956 might 
be its year of comple tion. 
2 
See map facing page 25. 
82 
The first part of the plans for irrigation is to finish 
pr ojects already started. One of these canals, the Kishtwar, 
will be 25 miles long. New works to be undertaken are: 
remodel two canals in Kathua~ several smaller ones in Poonch, 
and one in Ladakh, build a canal for Doda, and design a 
stor·age project for the Ujh river. In all, 92,000 acres 
will be added, 40,000 acres stabiliz.ed, 17,000 acres reclaimed, 
and 15,000 protected from floods. An increase of 164,560 tons 
of food is expected to result from this project. 
Under this plan, industrial development is to be fur-
thered by direct methods. A carpet wing is to be added to 
the woolen mill in Srinagar. This will make a steady demand 
on the mill, eliminating slack seasons. A million rupees 
will be spent on leather tanning and leather goods produc-
tion. The joinery will receive a smaller sum. A drug 
factory is to be set up in Srinagar which will carry out 
preliminary processing. The Emporia are to be improved, and 
a proposed 400 Produce Centers are to' be organized as an 
adjunct to the Einporia. Tourists are to be attracted by 
more and new publicity, facilities are to be improved, 
especially the government rest house on the 3ammu-Srinagar 
road. Nmv and more comfortable buses will make the two day 
trip more pleasant. New sightseeing areas are to be opened. 
The sacial services item is to be spent mainly on health 
and education. Some is to be used for providing drinking 
water. Srinagar anCl. Jammu need additional reservoirs; Jammu 
Province needs \..rells. 
Social Services 
Other social aims were stressed under the doctrine of 
New Kashmir. The literacy rate is currently about 5fo; the 
goal is 50fo. There were few school and only one college, 
The Prince of Wales College, (now renamed Ghandi College) 
in Jammu. By 195.3 there were 1707 recognized schools t all 
1 
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but 281 for boys. In 1948 Kashmir University was founded. 
It is housed in the Maharajah's palace outside of Srinagar. 
There are four new colleges, one for women, and 80 schools 
for adult education. Leh and Kargil now have high schools. 
Compulsory education is not yet possible since there is a 
severe shortage of teachers and schoo·ls. To encourage 
future teachers,. the minimum monthly salary is 50 rupees, 
2 
highest in all India. 
There is also a shortage of books. In order to instill 
the ideology of Ne\IJ Kashmir, the textbooks had to be rewritten. 
A text book advisory board was established to provide t hese 
books. Carefully chosen 
"panels of authors ••• in record time of less 
than six weeks handed in manuscripts on 
various subjects, all written in accordance 
with the new syllabus which attempted integ-
rally to relate instruction not only to the 
child's native interests and psychology but 
also. to the r~ali ties of h~s socio;-economic 
environment. 11 
lMoslem and Hindu women are only slowly accepting 
emancipat i on. 
2 
Brecher, p. 154. 
3Education, i,Srinagay Kashmir Ministry of L""lformation 
and Broadcasting, n.d. ,_ P• 7. 
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~he government owns two radio stations. There are few 
private sets, but there are nearly 400 'listening posts•, all 
tuned to Radio Kashmir» scattered throughout the country in 
the larger villages. Newspapers, if not controlled by the 
government, are censored by it. Al-Haque closed after it 
printed an article criticizing the land program. There is 
11no restriction on pres:s or platform 1n the state. But the 
Government would not tolerate the existence of irresponsible 
1 
sheets called periodicals." 
Women are encouraged to leave purdah and seek equal 
rights. The Women•s Militia, formed to defend Srinagar, has 
been continued for propagandistic purposes. Polyandry is 
now illegal, a fact which Ladakh overlooks. 
Health services are more widespread than before. India 
and World Health Organization doctors helped prevent a serious 
epidemic of cholera during the v1ar. WHO helped vaccinate a 
hundred thousand people with BCG, the tuberculosis vaccine, and 
a WHO team is treating patients with venereal disease, which 
has a 25% incidence rate in Jammu. Quinine has been distributed 
in the malarial area, cutting do~~ the infections. Srinagar 
has a general ho:spital, a Tuberculosis hospital, and three 
maternity centers. Jammu and Srinagar both have a chief 
medical officer, a testing laboratory, and nurses training 
classes. Free clinics have been opened in Leh, Kargil, 
Gurais, Uri, and Rajauri. 
1B. R. Vats, "A Mementous Step Forvmrd, 11 Kasbmir, Vol. 1, 
No. 17, Aug. 1, 1~51, p. 430. 
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CONCLUSION 
There are many reasons given for the Kashmir imbroglio. 
Some say that Nehru is to blame for never accepting the two-
na t i on theory; others say that Jinnah was to blame for refus-
ing to believe that non-communalism was possible. Kashmir 
in the hands of either one would refute the other. Some say 
that it is all the Sikhs' f~ult for stirring up communal war 
and India 1 s fault for allowing them, others say that it is 
the tribesmen's fault for invading Kashmir, and Pakistan's 
fault for lett ing them. Neither India nor Pakistan could 
do much controlling; Pakistan thinks of the tribesmen "much 
as India thinks of the Sikhs, as awbvard dangerous but indis-
1 
pensible and unavoidable allies .• " The Maharajah is impugned 
for his weak and vacillating stand. When the U.N. failed to 
achieve a plebescite because of intransigent hostility that 
refused even to agree on a basis for agreement, it was not 
long before westerners saw Russia involved behind the 
scene ~ while communists envisioned an imperialist intrigue. 
lrJhen Sheik Abdullah was ousted, he was accused of plotting 
with a foreigner. The foreigner was Adlai Stevenson, the 
plot, a scheme to turn Kashmir into an American base for 
military a~ession. Anti-communists see Kashmir as a 
1 
Alan Campbell-Johnson, Mission with Mountbatten. 
New York, Dutton, 1953, p. 2~2. 
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miniatu..re of a communist country, with police rule and tight 
state control, a pro-communist Prime Minister and communists 
in key position. 
Whatever the cause of the Kashmir conflict, it has stirred 
up trou-ble out of proportion to its consequence. Mountbatten 1 s 
aide wrote, in 1·94 7, that 11Kashmir is really the last major 
outstanding iss:Ue between the two dominions. If one could 
achieve the basic solution here, everything would fit into 
1 
place ." But the solution was not found. Kashmir has become 
a "festering sore" that has infected relations 11 so. seriously 
t bat it is directly res ponsible for tne failure to reach 
agreement on evacuee propertyit on canal waters~ on the dif-
ference between the value of the Indian and Pakistan rupee, 
which has ruptured commercial intercourse between the two 
2 
natural countries. 11 It has cost Pakistan and India a great 
~ 
deal of money for unnecessary defense. It also delayed 
repayment of cash surplus on parti t ion. It has seriously 
impaired the prestige of the U.N., which has failed to find 
a solution. India mistrusts the U.N. for failing to endorse 
I ndia's position of strict legality; Pakistan's call for 
1 
Cam.pbell-Jol:l.nson, p. 264. 
2 
Times of London, April 11, 1~50, quoted by Brecher, 
p. 178. 
3 
In 1~53-1954 Pakistan spent a total of 800 million 
• rupees~ and India 2148 million rupees, on defense. Brecher, 
p. 189-190. 6ofo of India 1 s central budget and 70fo o·f Pakistan 1 s 
budget was for costs rising out of defense of Kashmir, 
B.ird"rood, p. 27T. 
87 
fair play was likewise not implemented. Though both India 
and Pakistan are still pledged to hold a plebescite, there 
is little likelihood of one nov.i. Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed 
states that his country is irrevocabiy attached to India, 
and that he will not allow a plebescite. The head lama of 
Ladakh \-Tarns that Ladakh would not accept a decision for 
Pakistan. It \<rould be difficult to imagine Gilgit, Ja.m.m.u 
or Azad Kashmir changing sides. Pakistanis may grumble about 
fellow Moslems in the Vale wha were not given a chance to 
join the Sons of Allah, but there will probably be no more 
Jehad. There are forty million Moslems in India who would 
undoubtedly suffer from any communal disturbances in Kashmir. 
As for the inhabitants of the Vale a they have never ev.inced 
a strong desire for anything but peace, so that tourists 
will come again. Perhaps, if the plebescite had been held 
immediately, they might have voted for Pakistan. With the 
passing of time, propaganda, and the construction of public 
works, there is less and less desire for a change. Pakistan 
and L~dia are officially still committed both to the plebescite 
and the attempt to obtain the whole of the state. In the 
face of the deadlock, both are unofficially making the best 
of the situation and avoiding where possible the suuject of 
Kashmir. Except for the Vale, both sides are content with 
what they have. 
There have been arguments to the effect that Kashmir is 
economically necessary to Pakistan and vice-versa, and more 
88 
arguments that only India can supply the markets and imports 
and tourists necessary to Kashmir. Pakistan needs, and has, a 
goodly share of the lumber and water power potential. Delhi 
has a new source of fruit, and Kashmir a new market for her 
handicraft. Adjustments made necessary by the Cease Fire 
line have become the normal condition. More and more often 
partition is mentioned as the solution for Kashmir, though 
officially Kashmir is still considered as. one country, tempo-
rarily divided. Partition would at least allow some movement 
back and forth across the border; today only the U.N. observers 
can cross the Cease Fire line. If reasonably friendly rela-
tions could be resumeds undoubtedly the traffic would again 
move through the Jhelum gorge which would still be the easiest 
road to Srinagar, even after the completion of the new Banihal 
tunnel. 
Meanwhile,. the ordinary citizen of Kashmir leads much the 
same life as his fathers and grandfathers before him. Legally, 
he is better off, but the extra taxes and fines. and bribes 
paid. to the agent of the Constituent Assembly or the Azad 
government are much the same as those paid to the agent of the 
Maharajah. Corruption of officials is a widespread, even 
accepted, evil, in India, But such a vast amount is being spent 
on public welfare that even now a few benefit, learn to read, 
receive medical care of perhaps even electric light. The 
Frontier Provinces are too poorand distant to reap much 
benefit, and Azad Kashmir is not much better off; their 
progress will be slow. The spectacular plans of Abdullah 
(later modulated by Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed) can be expected 
to achieve a somewhat quicker improvement of the living 
standards in Kashmir. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE 'rHESIS 
In 1947 the British Parliament granted autonomy to the 
Colony of India. Religious and other differences among the 
peoples of India led to the establishment of two, rather than 
one, nations in India. In the course of partition, the fate 
of one part of India, Kashmir, was never fully settled. This 
thes i s describes the geography of Kashmir before and after 
partition. 
Pre-partition 
The Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir lies in the 
northeast of India. Commonly called Kashmir, the country is 
best known for its rugged mountains and for the beautiful 
Vale of Kashmir. This flat and fertile valley is so situated 
among t he mountains as to have moderate temperatures and 
light rain at all seasons. Snow fields provide plentiful 
wa ter for irrigation. To the south and west, in t he deeply 
cut valleys among the lower mountains, the climate is warmer 
wi th seasonal summer rain. To the north and east, both in 
valleys and on the high plains, the climate is cooler, and 
very dry. The mountains are everywhere cold and subject to 
frequent storms. 
Except for the Vale, t here is little flat land, yet 
Kashmir is a predominently a gr i cultural country. The Vale, 
suitable for almost any subtropical or temperate crop , is 
planted mainly to rice, wit h .a concentration of fruit and 
vegetable ~ardens around Srinagar. In the south , rice is 
99 
gro1tm where there is irrigation, corn where .there is not. 
Wheat and barley are the c:rops of the higher elevations and 
of the north and east. Fruit and nut trees, es pecia lly the 
apricot and almond, are important. 
\'Vhere the paucity of the land does not cause a subsist-
ence living standard, an absolute feudalism does. The Bri-
tish tr~ed to alleviate the unjust and high taxes of the 
large landholders and of t he government. 
The people of the land, united by a Hindu Maharaja, in-
clude Ivioslems in the Vale and north, Mongolian Buddhists in 
the e~st, and Hindus and Moslems in the south. These major 
groups are fragmentized into many tribes, each with its own 
variety of langua ge or dialect and sect of religion. The pop-
ulation gathers into small villages. Communications bet1t1een 
vario us parts of the country is poor, for hi gh passes a nd deep 
valleys hinder transportation. The English bui~t the first 
vehicular road up the Jhelum gorge from Rawalpindi to Srinagar. 
This direct and all weather route eclipsed the southern route 
over Banihal Pass to Jammu, though the English made that road 
vehicular also. A trail leads nort h over several ~asses to 
Gilgit, and another west over the Zoji La to Ladakh. A vari-
ety of routes led from t hese frontier areas to Central Asis. 
An exotic trade bolstered the Frontier Provinces' economy, but 
was of ~mall importance overall. 
Industry is also a minor part of the Ka shmir econo my . 
The moderate mineral and extens l ve hydro-electric reserves have 
scarcely been tapped. Lumber a nd silk, state mono polies, and , 
wool and wood products are the major industries. Cottage 
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industry is prevalent; around cities there is a large pro-
duction of handicrafts. Tourism is very important, especially 
in the Vale, as a market for services, t he better fruits and 
vegetables, and for craft products. 
Partition 
\Vhen the British withdrew from India in 1947, the inde-
pendent princely states had to accede either to India er to 
Pakista n. After the Hindu I•Iaharaja of Kashmir acceded to 
India, civil war broke out in the predominently Moslem Kashmir. 
The Naha raja was deposed and India a nd Pakistan became involved. 
India was protecting its new property, while Pakistan, fearful 
of potential Indian attack, was protecting its water supply, 
most of "'hich issues from Y~shmir, and its northern railway, 
which parallels t he F_ashmir border. Pakistan also hoped to 
r everse the accession. Kashmir was soon divided, wit h l'loslems 
of Azad Kashmir in the west and north oppos ing the f/Ios lems of 
the Vale, t he Hindus in t he south, and the Buddhists in the 
east. The U. N. imposed a truce along a Cease-Fire Line, and 
promi sed a plebescite to dec i de the will of the people about 
accession. Continued squabbles about the plebescite adminis-
tration .h8!.1e prevented t.he v;ote. The r·.1oslems of Azad Kashmir 
wish to a c cede to Pakistan, while the Hindus and Buddhists on 
the Indian-held side prefer India . The deciding vote depends 
on t he still I:1oslem Vale. At first · the vote would ha ve been 
for .Pa lci stan, despite the contrary desire of lea ders sympa-
thetic to India, but with time, money, and propaganda, the peo-
ple will probably become accustomed to and dependent on 
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relations with India. 
Post-partition 
Azad Kashmir has essentially become ,part of Pakistan. 
Indeed, Gilgit acceded directly to t ha t country. As a re-
sult of migration and killings, Azad Kashmir is a completely 
I~rioslem country. The inhabitants have benefited from the roads 
and airports built for war needs. The airport at Skardu is 
Baltistan's main link with the outside, as the Russia-China 
border has been closed, and the main route through the Vale is 
blocked. Pakistan has talked about reform, but has not pro-
ceded beyond a few social services. A subsistance standard of 
living, based on agriculture, continues to be normal in Azad 
Kashmir. · 
In Indian-held Kashmir, Prime Ivlinister Sheik Abdullah 
planned idealistically for a new and perfect state. To deal 
with vmr shortages, his government assumed control of trans-
portation and distribution of all goods, thus indirectly con-
trolling all business. By political maneuvering and police 
action, Sheik Abdullah achieved a complaisant legislature. 
One Act confiscated, wit hout compensation, all land in excess 
of 22 acres and gave it to the tillers. Another Act provided 
for the scaling down of debts. Cooperatives were established 
to ensure fair prices to buyers and sellers. By withholding 
his government's ratification of the l'aharaja 's accession, 
Sheik Abdullah forced India to give Ka shmir a favored inde-
pendent status and to accept his Acts, though contrary to the 
Indian Constitution. The Hindus, who were the wealthy land-
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owners and businessmen, and who now are a majority in Jammu 
Province, disliked Sheik Abdullah. So did the Ladakhis, 
especia lly the priests, who did not wish to have their way of 
life reformed. Sheik Abdullah wa s overthrown by his second in 
comma nd, Bakshi Ghulam IVIohammed. Sol!le controls were relaxed 
by the new government, more by bribery. 
Economic life revived with peace, though transportation 
wa s ba dly disrupted. India rushed to i mprove the one land 
link with Srinagar, a long arduous road from Pathankot along 
the Siwalik hills to Jammu and then over t he Banihal Pass to 
the Vale. Tourists again throng the Vale; unfortunately most 
are Indians, not free-spend i ng forei gners. India has given 
much money for hydro-electric works, irrigation canals, health 
and education, but corrupt i on and inefficiency have slowed the 
projects. Sheik Abdullah~s Acts, though well-meant, failed in 
administration. 'rhe estates could not provide for all the pea-
sa nts; far too often they provided only for officials. The 
cancelling of debts ruined the agricultural credit system, and 
the cooperatives failed through poor a nd dishonest management. 
As a result, fe111 of the people, except the grafters, benefited 
from the improvements. The people are, however, in a better 
position than those of Azad Kashmir, for attempts are being 
made, and whi le there is help for only a few, there is hope for 
t he others. 
The partition is firmly established now, and India and 
Pakistan · resist present changes for fear of recurring communal 
war. The people of Kashmir would benefit by an establishment 
of good faith between the two countries that would 
allow movement accross the Cease-Fire Line. The main 
d~wback to partition is the re-routing of trade from 
the easy and direct routes. 
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